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BAPTISTS 


purchase  price  was  1^,000, 
which  was  Delow  the  most  recmt 
wpraisa]  of  tfie  property  con- 
aucted  in  June  of  mis  year. 

"It  is  significant  that  we  were 
able  to  pay  for  the  property  out 
of  accumulated  funds  Uiat  nave 
huilt  up  ovef  die  past  two  years  in  the 
CapitaiN^eds  Accoimt.  We  are  grateful  to 
have  accmired  it  debt-free,"  said  Jim 
Futral,  Md^  executive  director. 

Gary  Richardson,  pastor  of  North 
Oxford  Church,  Oxford,  and  MBCB  pres¬ 
ident  at  the  time  of  the  purchase,  said, 
"The  Convention  Board  thought  that  the 
purchase  of  this  property  is  excellent 
stewardship  of  the  God's  money.  We  will 


BUILDING  PURCHASED 


BUILDING  PURCHASED  —  The  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  has  voted  to  purchase 
the  fwmer  Jackson  Public  Library,  which  was  the  only  parcel  of  real  estate  on  the  bfcx^  that 
mclui^the  Baptist  Building  in  downtown  Jackson  that  was  not  already  owned  by  the  board.  The 
building  and  the  parking  lot  are  pictured  here  in  a  photograph  taken  from  the  roof  of 
t  Building  next  door.  The  view  is  looking  to  the  southeast.  (Photo  by  BarrI  A.  Shirley) 

now  own  the  entire  block  in  a  strategic  more  than  27,500  square  feet  of  space 
location  in  downtown  Jackson.  inside  on  three  floors  including  a  base- 

"That  will  certainly  enhance  the  securi-  ment.  Both  short-  and  long-tem  plans 
ty  of  our  current  facility,  as  well  as  pro-  are  being  developed  to  renovate  the 
vide  numerous  options  for  expansion  and  pr^rty  and  secure  the  entire  block, 
parking.  This  was  a  God-given  opportu-  The  proper^  is  the  original  site  of  First 
nity  that  we  simply  could  not  pass  up."  Presbyterian  Church  of  Jackson.  A  water- 
The  property,  which  will  now  be  shed  event  in  the  civil  rights  movement 
known  simply  as  the  Library  Building,  occurred  there  while  the  current  building 
rests  on  a  l^by-160  square  feet  lot,  with  housed  the  Jackson  Public  Library.  cS 


AU*HARETTA,  Ga.  (BP)  —  The  innriie  you  to  look  at  your  own  mission 
Norm  American  Mission  Board  firid  with  a  new  perspective  and  will 
(NAMB)  will  launch  pilot  of  a  new  challenge  you  to  take  part  in  God's  mis- 
30-minute  TV  program.  On  Mission  sion,"  said  Brandon  ndcett  NAMB’s 
XtFL  on  Nov.  26  at  830  pjn.  central  time  ccxnmunications  team  leader  and  CM4X 
on  me  FamilyNet  tdevision  network.  executive  moduoer. 

TVvelve  more  OMX  episodes  are  in  Geoff  Harmnond,  NAMB's  presi- 
production  by  NAMB  and  scheduled  dent,  called  five  new  television  show 
to  be  delivered  to  FamilyNet  in  "an  opportunity  to  spotUg^t  die  huge 
January.  The  Atlanta-based  missicm  ^Id  of  Norm  America." 
FamilyNet,  operating  24  hours  a  day,  "Althmigh  we  need  many  more 
seven  days  a  week,  is  seen  in  more  workers  in  9iis  field,  tfiete  are  thcxisands 
than  30  millicm  households  in  more  of  missionaries  serviru  right  now  with 
than  200  markets  via  cable  systems  amazing  stories  of  what  Grid  is  doing 
and  broadcasters  in  die  United  States,  duough  Soud«em  Bapti^"  Hammond 

Acxxirding  to  NAMB,  On  Mission  said.  Tm  so  glad  people  from  coast  to 
Xtra  will  be  a  dynan^  blend  of  mis-  coast  and  beyond  will  now  not  only  read 
sioruuy  features^  studio  interviews  and  about  these  stories  but  see  thm  each 
profiles  of  people  who  are  reaching  and  every  week  on  dieir  teleiision 
Nordi  Anfericawidi  die  Goqxl  of  Jesus  screens  thrbu^  FamilyNet" 

Christ.  "From  adventures  to  heart-  Actress  Erin  Bc^a,  who  stars  in 
warming  stories,  On  Mission  Xtra  will  the  hig^y  successful  Chr^an  film 


Our  Thanksgiving  prayer 


vancct.  . .  „  L  .. 

ruaiiirnf  Franklm  Rooaeveit  aet  the  hou- 
day  one  wedt  earlier  in  1939,  to  lengtf^ 
Ovistmaa  shopping  season  in  midst  of 
the  Great  Depiession. 

The  U.S.  Congress  was  not  pleased, 
however^  and  voted  in  1941  to  return 
Thanlu^ving  to  dte  traditional  fourth 
Thursday  in  November.  They  backed  up 
their  decision  by  creating  a  formal  legal 
holiday  on  diat  date. 

For  thousands  of  years,  people  around 
die  world  have  held  Mrvest  festivals  and 
observed  thanksgiving  times  for  the  gift  of 
God's  bounty,  but  me  unique  American 
holiday  called  Thanksgiving  should  hold 
special  meaning  for  us,  die  modern-day 
benefactors  of  God's  blessings  beyond  all 
forms  of  measurement. 

Our  agricultural  system  feeds  us  well 
with  enou^  left  over  to  feed  mudi  of  the 
w^d.  More  than  at  any  time  in  our  history, 
our  generation  is  sheltered  from  die  elements 
and  guarded  from  disease.  Though  our  mili¬ 
tary  is  stretched  and  many  brave  men  and 
wcNiien  are  giving  their  lives  even  today  for 
our  fre^oms,  we  are  laig^  protected  trwn 
many  of  the  unpleasant  reanda  of  die  world. 
Whm  our  bigg^  complaints  are  about  pot¬ 
holes  and  poorly  perfonning  foofbaU  teams, 
we're  living  pretty  dose  to  easy  Street. 

We  make  a  grave  mistake,  howevei;  when 
we  take  all  dvat  for  granted  and  begin  to 
believe  that  we  are  responsible  for  our  own 
good  fortune  and  secunty  (Deuteronomy  8:6- 
191  as  many  Americans  apparendy  prewme. 

This  Ihanksgiving  season,  be  sure  to 
focus  your  thanla  toward  die  One  who  pro- 


Among  the  original  American  holi¬ 
days  on  our  calendar. 
Thanksgiving  often  harbors  our 
warmest  thoughts  and  deepest  senti¬ 
mentalities. 

The  Worid  Book  Encyclopedia  describes  it 
this  ww:  'Thanksgivirg  is  usually  a  family 
day,  celebrated  witti  big  dinners  and  joyous 


Editor's 

Notebook 


_ _ _  big  dinners  and  joyous 

reunions.  "Ihe  very  rnentlon  of  Thanksgiving 

often  calls  up  memories  of  Idtdiens  and  MmM 

puitries  axnifoed  with  good  dii^  *?,*?** 

ihanksgiving  is  also  a  time  for  serious  think-  p 

in&  church  services,  and  prayer." 

I  Indeed  it  is.  In  exur  present-day, 

politically  correct/revisionlet  cul-  .  ^  ^ 

hire,  we  can  be  disoouraged  from  f 

understanding  the  true  meaning 
of  diehc^iday. 

We  have  tately  been  induced 
to  believe  that  Thanksgiving  is 
composed  of  little  more  thim  a 
baccnanalian  orgy  and  foottiall 
games,  devoid  or  religious  sig- 
nificanoe.  After  of 

Americans  act  diat  way.  Nothii^ 
could  be  fordier  from  the  truth, 
as  evidenced  by  a  brief  review  of 
unrevised  history. 

The  first  Thanksgiving  was  ^ 
observed  1^  dian  a  year  after  feast  to  begin  on  Tuly 
the  Plymouth  colonists  came  Thanksgiving  quickly  ^k  roc^ 
ashore  in  •  Massachusetts.  The  colonic  and  continued  to  be  ob 
harsh  first  winter  in  the  New  World  wiped  ing  the  R^udoi^  War. 
out  nearly  half  the  colonists,  but  l«l's  After  the  Revolutionary  Wa 
bumper  harirest  put  an  end  to  die  famine  George  Wirfiington  issued  a  p 
and  fcas80ciate<r problems.  that  codified  a  special  day  of  ft 

There  was  such  i^dng  in  the  colony  young  Urtityi  of  Aiyrica 
diet  die  people  be^  to  set  aside  a  time  of  itates  took  WtaMn^m  s  lead  a 
celebration  and  thanks^virre  for  their  their  owii  days  of  ttianksgivirij 
abundance  — which  they  readily  acknowl-  time®®™  ^ -j  »  au  u. 
edged  came  from  God.  ^  u  ‘ 

The  observance  grew  so  rapidly  diat  declared  a  national  Thankss 
Massachusetts  Governor  William  Bradford  day  on  the  last  Thursday  of 
dedftred  A  formal  thre6-day  tfumksgiving  and  the  statas  soon  raaligned 
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realize  my  true  identit 


Christ.  They  have 
strengthen  my  walk 

_  Jesus  in  the  display  of 

their  faith  in  die  simple  thmgs 
in  life.  They  have  mcreased 
my  love  of  God’s  Word  in  the 
sharine  of  what  they  learn  in 
da^  mble  Study. 

They  have  hel^  construct  in 
me  a  dieological  framework 
through  books  and  spiritual  edu¬ 
cation  diat  undergirds  me  and 
sustains  me  throu^  trials.  They 
have  shown  me  the  love  of  Jesus 
in  their  willingness  not  oidy  to 
confront  sin,  but  to  extend  a  help¬ 
ing  hioid.  They  have  shoiim  me 
die  long^uffering  of  Christ  in  not 
giving  up  on  m^  but  in  walking 
ftie  extra  mile  with  me. 

The  Living  Stones  Sunday 
SdKX)l  dass  never  know  the 
depdis  of  how  diw  touched  my 
life  for  eternity,  this  is  not  a 

group  of  peopfe  trained  in  how  to 
reach  out  to  diose  who  struggle 
with  homosexuality.  Aldiou^ 
sudi  training  is  indeed  useful 
they  simply  gave  me  what  diey 

».«TTiu»cw  *. ..  _ - _  _  -  _  .  had  to  oner  —  dieir  very  lives. 

K  to^vi^t^u^y  ^<»l  ask(^  to  ^are  my  "personal  the  church  has  helped  ine  B^use  of  diem,  I  am  forev- 
i  named  Brian  invited  me  testimony  with  the  entire  sin-  overcome  and  cast  off  the  er  changed, 
tend  a  class  he  taught  gles  ministry  one  night,  and  I  shame  of  the  past  anci  live  in  ^ 

1  Uvine  Stones.  Lool&g  agre^  and  preparecTa  benign  the  forgiveiiess  found  iri  the  Sptnks  t$  the  ^tor  dnigner 
id  die  room,  I  felt  I  haa  and  general  testimony  —  vend  wounds  of  Christ.  They  have  and  founder  of  Smnks  Creative 
ne  in  common  with  those  of  information  about  my  helped  me  to  see  myself  as  a  in  Charleston,  S.C.  Her  com- 
e  Tvervonehereisholv  struMles  —  about  how  I  had  woman  among  women,  free-  mentary  appears  courtesy  of 

foui§rChri.t.  Ing  m«  from  iffclong  feeling.  toM,f  Pr^.  For 

jeean  to  Icrosen  up  as  That  afternoon,  I  felt  bur-  of  inferiority  by  their  accep-  ifwut  the  SBC  s  Task  Fprer  on 
in  the  dass  shared  Wir  dened  to  teU  others  about  my.  tance  of  me  as  a  female.  Ministry  to  Homosexuals,  visit 

personal  struggles  with  past.  I  lay  on  the  floor  before  They  have  helped  me  to  unvw.8bcthetpayout.com. 


Guest  Opinion 


esus 


Jgrew  up  in  Southern 
Baptist  church  culture. 
During  adolescence,  I 
found  myself  overwhelmed  by 
homosexual  attractions.  I  had 
no  idea  how  to  fight  some¬ 
thing  so  powerful.  In  college,  I 
became  involved  in  my  first 
lerbian  relationship  and 
remained  in  the  gay  communi¬ 
ty  for  over  eight  years. 

When  the  Lord  called  me 
out  of  that  life,  I  joined  an 
Internet  support  group  that 


Accepted,  fotgiven, 
forever  changed 

By  Melanie  Spinks 
Charleston,  S.C. 


Racori  Advisory  C^Mnmittee: 
Marcus  Bowers,  Brandon 
limmy  McFatler,  Amory 
Billie  Buddey,  Petal 
James  Bales,  GuMport 
A^ie  Herrin,  Columbia 
Chris  Webb,  Jackson 


die  Lord  all  aftemexm,  beggins 
ttim  not  to  make  me  do  this,  i 
was  so  afraid  that  if  they  found 
out,  they  would  cast  me  out  but 
He  whispered  in  my  heart,  TJo 
it.  I'm  KCiing  to  set  you  free." 
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Chaplains  deal  with  emotional  toll  of  war 


TONGDUCHON,  South 
Korea  (BP)  —  Oiaplain  (CPT) 
Edward  Choi  understands 
what  it  means  to  lose  men  in 
combat.  Choi  lost  31  soldiers 
and  conducted  18  memorial 
services  during  his  15-month 
deployment  in  Iraq. 

in  ract  Choi's  unit  whidi 
was  part  of  the  126di  Infantry 
Battalion  based  in 
Schweinfurt,  Germany,  had 
more  casualties  in  Iraq  than 
any  unit  since  Vietnam. 

It  was  challenging,  Choi 
recalled,  to  find  unique  com¬ 
ments  to  offer  at  the  memori¬ 
al  services.  "I  didn't  want  a 
cookie-cutter  service,"  Choi 
said.  These  soldiers  were  real 
people  with  real  lives,  and  I 
wanted  to  honor  them.  Every 
two  weeks  I  was  either 
preparing  or  conducting  a 
memorial  service." 

The  horrors  he  witnessed  left 
their  mark.  In  about  the  12di  or 
13d\  mondi  of  his  deployment, 
Choi  recognized  diat  he  was 


attended  the  Chaplain 
Captain's  Career  Course,  or  C4. 

*At  C4,  the  chaplains  were 
able  to  talk,  share  and  pray 
together,"  Choi  said.  It  was 
then  that  he  realized  that  his 
fatigue  was  not  unusual  and 
that  he  was  not  alone. 

As  Choi  began  to  heal  men¬ 
tally  and  empnonally,  he  real¬ 
ized  he  could  make  a  differ¬ 
ence  in  the  lives  of  other  sol¬ 
diers.  While  in  Iraq,  Choi  and 
his  assistant  started 
Operation  Healing  Heart  to 
hmp  soldiers  heal  spiritually, 
mentally  and  [^ysically. 

Through  Operation 

Healing  Heart,  Choi  devel¬ 


oped  religious  programs, 
sports  activities  and  recre¬ 
ation  events  designed  to  pro¬ 
vide  some  sense  of  normalcy 
and  stabiliw  in  the  war  zone. 

Then,  Cnoi  transferred  to 
Camp  Walker  in  Daegu, 
Korea,  where  40%  of  the  sol¬ 
diers  have  been  deployed  to 
Irao  or  Afghanistan.  Togetiier 
with  socim  services  worker 
Don  Guffey,  Choi  initiated 
what  he  calls  the  Warrior's 
Huddle,  a  simple  support 
group  to  allow  smdiers  to  talk 
through  their  experiences  and 
the  spiritual  and  emotional 
implications  of  those  experi¬ 
ences.  The  group  meets  week¬ 
ly  and  has  been  well-received 
l^aUse  it  allows  soldiers  to 
find  ways  to  integrate  their 
service  into  their  daily  lives. 

Guffey,  a  combat  veteran 
who  sen^  with  the  Special 
Forces  in  Vietnam,  helps  facili¬ 
tate  meetings  of  die  Warrior's 
Huddle.  ”Kv.  Guffey  has  a  real 
heart  for  combat  veterans," 
Choi  said,  "and  he  understands 
their  unique  needs  in  a  way 
that  others  can't." 

While  Choi  believes  that  the 
Army  has  made  great  strides  in 
understanding  and  treating 
Post-lVaumatic  Stress  Disorder 
(PTSD)  among  soldiers, 
improvements  can  be  made. 
"Some  think  that  briefings  on 
Post-lVaumatic  Stress  Disorder 
are  enough,"  Choi  said,  "but  it 
takes  mud\  more  than  that."  ^ 

In  the  Warrior's  Huddle, 
Choi  seeks  to  celebrate  the 
aduevements  and  the  service  of 
diose  who  fbu^t  in  combat. 
"We  don't  need  m  see  our  cmn- 
bat  veterans  as  victims,  but  as 
victors,"  he  said.  "We  need  to 
see  diem  as  resilient  men  and 
women  vdio  are  sharing  their 


New  Guidestone  program 

DALLAS  (BP)  —  This  fall,  many  Southern  Baptist  diurdies 
and  ministries  will  have  aooess  to  property  and  casualty  insur¬ 
ance  and  risk  marugement  services  bom  GuideSlone  Agency 
Services.  The  GuideStone  Property  8c  Casualty  (P8tC)  Program 

‘*»e  next  year.  The  pro- 
iability,  wockers  com¬ 
pensation  and  auto  ihsuranre.'Specialty  coverages  such  as 
abuse  and  mcJestation,  directors  am  officers  liabiuty,  and  pas¬ 
toral  counseling  also  are  available.  Insured  diurdies  have 
access  to  risk  management  services  which  indude  educational 
seminars  and  pronams  on  risk  evaliutkxi,  tocds  to  help  reduce 
risk,  and  fHefened  pricing  from  a  vendor  diat  provides  vcdun- 
teer  badcground  diedcs.^This  is  a  hi^y  customized  insur¬ 
ance  promam,"  said  Dou^as  D.  Day,  GuideStone  executive 
officer  wtio  is  giving  leadership  to  GuideStone  Agency 
Services.  This  prcgram  is  designira  specifically  to  meet  the 
needs  of  Southern  Baptist  churcms  ana  minismes,  and  we're 
proud  that  we  can  bnng  them  not  only  afiordable  insurance 
coverage  but  comprdiensive  educational  materials  and  risk 
management  tools.  We  want  our  churches  to  be  able  to  protect 
evorydiing  from  their  people  and  their  physical  proptfty  to 
their  intangible  assets.**  As  diurdi  and  ministry  stafis  stay 
busier  dian  ever  serving  dieir  growing,  diverse  communities, 
GuideStone  continues  to  support  diem,  GuideStone  President 
03.  Hawkins  noted.  "We  trust  diis  new  service  will  be  anoth¬ 
er  opportunity  for  GuideStone,  dirough  its  insurance  agency 
affiliate,  to  partner  with  our  Southern  Baptist  churches  and 
ministries,"  tiawkins  said.  "Our  goal  is  to  hdp  diurdies  be  the 
best  stewards  of  their  resources  so  they  can  frxus  on  their  call¬ 
ing  and  mission."  For  specific  information,  call  (888)  984-8433. 


WOUNDED  IN  ACTION  — Army  Chaplain  Edward  Choi  (right), 
now  stationed  in  South  Korea,  recenred  a  Purple  Heart  for  wounds 
he  received  in  Iraq.  "I  only  had  minor  injuries,"  Choi  says,  "and  I 
didn't  want  the  medal  In  light  of  the  soldiers  I'd  seen  who  were 
swously  injured  or  killed."  Choi  now  uses  the  medal  to  speak  of 
his  fallen  comrades,  "to  proudly  share  their  stories."  (BP  photo) 


sacred  story  because  it's  impor¬ 
tant  and  it  changed  their  lives. 

"I  explain  to  the  soldiers  that 
God  is  using  these  experiences 
to  prepare  them,  and  I  let  diem 
know  that  they  are  conquering 
warriors.  I  oftim  tell  soldiers  the 
story  of  Elijah  at  Mount 
Carmel.  Elijah  had  been  in  com¬ 
bat  with  the  prophets  of  Baal, 
and  I  believe  M  was  probably 
suffering  from  PTSD." 

Choi  explains  to  his  soldiers 
that  God  took  Elijah  aside, 
spoke  to  him,  and  healed  him. 

It  is  difficult  for  the  average 
American  to  understand  the 
experiences  of  combat  veter¬ 
ans,  Choi  acknowledged. 
While  he  knows  that  churaies 
back  home  want  to  help,  he 


said  today's  combat  veterans 
need  to  share  their  stories 
with  those  who've  also  experi¬ 
enced  it  any  combat  arena. 

Keith  IVavis,  leader  of  the 
chaplaincy  program  for  the 
North  American  Mission  Board, 
agreed.  "As  more  and  more  of 
our  militaiy  return  from  deploy¬ 
ment  in  the  combat  zone,  we 
need  to  think  about  ways  diat 
we  can  offn  training  to  churches 
to  readi  out  to  the  combat  veter¬ 
ans  amcMig  diem,"  IVavis  said. 

Choi  noted,  "I  believe  it  is  a 
spiritual  principle  that  God 
will  stretch  you  to  your  limit, 
but  He  knows  the  limit.  When 
the  limit  comes.  He  will  take 
you  to  a  place  of  renewal, 
rejuvenation  and  refreshing." 


/  ooA///*’  hiick 
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Misstssip>pi  Baptists  lead  the  way  among  four  states  that  banded  togeth¬ 
er  to  offn  fcxxl  relief  to  Honduran  victims  who  lost'  eveiythiiw  during 
Hurricane  Mitch,  described  by  some  experts  as  the  “Storm  of  dw  Century." 


A  group  of  13  members  from  Parkway  Church,  plus  one  member  from 
Highland  Churdi,  both  in  Jackson,  travel  to  Barao  d  Taquara,  a  suburb  of 
Rio  de  Janiero,  Brazil,  to  bt^d  a  chapel.  Harim  Powell,  a  Parkway  member 
and  former  Mission  Service  Corps  volunteer,  organizes  the  trip. 


A  gift  of  $50,000  to  Mississippi  College  for  the  construction  and 
equipping  of  the  college's  new  library  building  was  announced  to 
messengers  attending  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention's 
Wednesday  session,  which  was  held  on  the  school's  Clinton  campus. 
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You  Can  RssroND 
RightNow! 


Siimljj  share  the  JdUowing  prayer 
wim  God  in  your  own  worm: 


L  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(I  have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
deadi.  (7  repent) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  (7 
receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

“But  as  many  as  received  him, 
mi 


to  them  he 


'  ngkf  to  become 


negaoet 

children  ofCod,  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name."  (John  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  churcn  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 


November  20. 2006 


The  Baptist  Record 
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DEP  IQ  FUDZZ  QDN  LE 


TZQENI,  DEP  WQ  FDNLF- 


BLQP,  DEP  TADLFQ  NUQ 


EDOQ  YB  NUQ  ZYAP  lYVA 


HYP.  NUDN  UDNU 


PQDZN  MYEPAYVFZI 


MLNU  lYV:  DEP  OI 


TQYTZQ  FUDZZ  EQJQA 


WQ  DFUDOQP. 


GYQZ  NMY:  NMQENI-FLS 
Clue:  UP 


Heve  fun  with  cryptogrephy  and 
exercise  your  Bible  kno¥dedge.  A 
King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  The  sanre  letter  is  subttituted 
tJuoughout  die  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  error.  Answer  to  last  weeki 
puzzle:  Psakn  FKfy  One  One 


thanksgiving 

CSiEOCUST 


There  are  a  lot  ol  different  rea¬ 
sons  for  that  being  true  includ¬ 
ing  no  gifts,  no  specific  or 
gaudy  decorations,  and  very 
few  activities  or  programs  to 
prepare  for  or  endure.  Over 
300  million  Americans  enjoy 
dw  day  first  acknowledged  by 
President  Abraham  Lincoln  as 
a  day  set  aside  to  give  thanks. 
More  and  more  it  is  acclaimed 
as  the  Iddcoff  to  the  holiday  sea¬ 
son,  which  accordin^^  to  the 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


having  their  nppetites  satisfied. 
Goddcto 
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ClMCf  iamSTCHUKH  MtANOON. 
MIm.,  it  acceptii^  mumet  for  «  full¬ 
time  minitler  of  music  and  youth.  We 
are  a  church  of  175  that  needs  to  be 
500.  If  this  challenge  excites  you, 
pfoate  tertd  resume  lo  P.O.  Box  398, 
Brandon,  MS  39043  or  email  to 

iefygacebaptistonllne.net. _ 

MJISCIV  WOBKEB  NKOEDt  BB>- 

_ room,  during  all  services.  Mall 

resume  to  Kathy  Baylet,  Hillcrest 
Bmaisl  Church,  5950  Tarry  Rd.,  Byram, 
9^39272.  4l 


MEBM  BAPfiST  CHUtCH  MARSHAU 


[County,  Miss.  SeeUm  part-time  ynrth 

' ‘i  potenBaffor  groMAh.  Pleaae 


idHecfor  — , - - 

I  tend  resume  to  search  committee,  P.O. 

Bon  734,  Potts  Camp.  MS  38659. 
nUHATChK  BAPiST  CHUtCH  IS 
leeldng  a  part-time  minister  of  music  for 
vMVihIp  tarvioas,  aduk  youth  and  chil- 
dranVchoin.  Pleaee forward  resume  to 
Bie  MahaacMe  Baptist  Church,  search 
conwnltiea,  P.O.  Box  B76,  Maheachie, 
MS  39145,  atm:  Due  MdOnion.  EmaH: 
dbe«iankincounly.ntf. 


lathered  the  fruits  of  our 
The  picture  of  the 
comes 

_ Kpresslon.  It  is 

somewhat  amazinx  to  think 


Stbor."  The  picture  of 
Pilgrims'  Thanksgiving  a 
to  us  from  that  expression. 


as  being  in  turmoil,  there  is 
nethme  wonderful  about 


somewhat  amazing  to  think 
about  those  early  settlers  P8US* 
ing  to  celebrate  and  to  thank 


merdiandisers 


includes 


ing  frenzy  — - - 

big-ticket  time  for  merchants. 

For  most  people 
Thanksgiving  Day  is  just  a  spe¬ 
cial  time  to  slow  down,  ei^y, 
and,  for  dK)se  who  reccMznize 
die  source  of  all  of  our  girts,  a 
time  to  thank  God. 
Thanksgiving  in  America  is 
built  armind  a  number  of  com¬ 
ponents  on  which  you  can 
extract  die  ones  that  are  most 
meaningful  to  you,  pause,  and 
give  thanks.  lust  look  at  all  of 
me  Thanksgiving  issues  for 
which  w6  can  be  grateful: 

Food  —  Having  learned  the 
model  prayer  from  Jesus,  His 
followers  should  readily  ask, 
"Lord,  give  us  this  day  our 
daily  bread."  It  seems  only 
appropriate  that  we  would 
take  dme  to  eimress  our  appre¬ 
ciation  to  the  Giver  of  wonder¬ 
ful  gifts.  It  was  the  Pilgrim 
leader;  Edward  Winslow,  who 
wrote,  "Our  harvest  being  got¬ 
ten  in,  our  Governor  sent  four 
men  on  fowling  so  that  we 
might  after  a  special  manner 
rejoice  together  after  we  had 


God  for  His  bounty .  when 
about  half  of  them  had  died 
from  the  numerous  struggles 
they  had  encountered.  How 
much  more  should  we  be  com¬ 
pelled  out  of  a  deep  gratitude 
in  our  hearts  to  thank  God  for 
all  of  the  great  food  supply 
available  to  us. 

Footbnil  —  While  no  doubt 
tiumy  of  you  do  not  appreciate 
this  part  of  Thanksgiving,  odi- 
ers  of  you  with  great  joy  l<x)k 
forwara  to  relaxing  on  a 
Thursday  and  watching  the 
various  matd\-ups  whether  you 
follow  the  Packers,  Cowboys, 
Colts,  or  Patriots.  You  wait  to 
see  if  your  team  is  going  to 
win  or  do  something  extraor¬ 
dinary  in  the  game.  While  it 
has  become  an  American  fix¬ 
ture  on  Thanksgiving  Day,  it  is 
for  some  a  great  d^ight  and 
for  others  a  source  c»  irrita¬ 
tion.  While  it  probably  accu¬ 
rately  is  described  as  entertain¬ 
ment,  it  is  also  for  many  simply 
a  relaxing  diversion  from  omer 
activities  In  life. 

Famity  —  While  the  family 
has  cerUunly  been  in  transition 
and  the  American  family  has 
more  accurately  been  described 


somethmg  - - 

getting  together  with  people 
Suit  you  really  care  about  and 
whqgenuinely  care  about  you. 
At  Thanksgiving,  it  is  a  good 
time  to  set  aside  issues,  difier- 
ences,  differing  preferences, 
and  er^y  one  another.  If  you 
have  a  tendency  to  let  little 
things  irritate  you  or  to  allow 
smair  things  to  warp  your  atti¬ 
tude,  just  pause  and  think  about 
families  tnat  may  be  gathering 
whose  family  members  may  be 
serving  in  Iraq,  Afghanistan,  or 
some  other  remote  comer  of  the 
world  and  are  not  blessed  to  be 
toother  as  you  are. 

Taith  —  This  ou^t  to  be  ^ 
very  center  of  our  ttumksgiving 
as  we  take  opportunity  to  refresn 
and  renew  our  relatUmship  with 
God  as  we  praise  Him  for  His 
goodness.  James  writes  in  his  lit- 
Qeboc^  "Every  good  and  perfect 
gUFt  comes  frcm  above"  (James 
m7).  From  foe  hand  of  God,  we 
are  truly  foe  recipients  of  incredi¬ 
ble  and  immeasurable  blessings. 
Thankmying  should  be  about 
our  faifo  t‘ 


given _ - 

Giver  Himself.  When  Jesus  fed 
foe  5000,  He  knew  that  many  of 
foem  haidly  noticed  or  cared  that 
they  were  mled  and  blessed.  All 
foey  were  concerned  about  was 


uk  or  maybe  better 
expand  uk  to  read\  beyond  just 
turkey  and  stuffing  to  focus  on 
foe  goodness  of  our  God. 

This  is  a  need  for  many  of  us 
for  the  holidays,  including 
Tluuiksgiving,  which  can  be  a 
sad  time.  For  some  it  can  be  a 
heartbreaking  time  for  it  is  a 
reminder  of  losses  and  loneli¬ 
ness.  It  is  a  time  when  we  need 
to  determine  to  focus  on  the 
wealth  of  what  we  have 
received  and  not  on  what  we  do 
not  have.  Many  people  are 
greatly  blessed  and  ao  not  even 
notice  it  because  they  choose  to 
turn  their  focus  on  what  they 
miss.  Lcx>k  at  what  you  have. 
Look  at  your  friends,  the  family 
members  who  are  seeking  to  be 
supportive,  and  the  measure  of 
health  that  vou  do  enjoy.  Make 
a  list,  and  it  by  chance  you  can¬ 
not  see  anything  gcxxl  happen¬ 
ing  in  or  around  you,  you  need 
to  just  pause  and  aw  Gcxl  to 
open  your  eyes  and  let  you  see. 

Fast  —  1  am  not  talking 
about  speed  but  1  am  talking 
about  fast  as  in  biblically  doing 
without  some  things.  Why  not 
take  Thanksgiving  as  a  great 
time  to  go  on  a  fast?  I  probably 
would  Mve  no  takers  tor  a  fast 
if  it  related  to  turkey,  dressing, 
and  sweet  potatoes.  Wh^  not 
go  on  a  fast  and  do  without 
whining,  complaining,  and 
being  critical  or  judgmental? 
Try  tasting  the  entire  week  of 
Thanksgiving  and  leave  off 
harsh  words,  angry  responses, 
and  demeaning  expressions. 

Just  try  it!  You  may  like  it 
and  1  can  assure  you  that  others 
will  love  it. 


The  author  can  be  contacted  at 
ifutrat&mbcb.org. 


C()\  I  K.i  \\i)  Si  mix  \in  \l  \\S 


LOOK...BOOK  ALERT.  CHRISTMAS 

Discount.  Former  Argentine  mission¬ 
ary  Preston  Taylor's  One  Hundred  TWo 
Fascinating  Bible  Topics  for  Croup 
Discussions  (225  pages). 
Angels,  evangelism,  family,  Holy 
Spirit,  lesus,  prayer,  rewards,  salva¬ 
tion,  trials.  Explom  1,(XX)  Scriptures. 
Everyone  uses  Bible.  Seminary 
Professor,  ‘I've  never  seen  a  book  like 
this  oner  Notable  Endorsements. 
LifeWay,  Barnes-Noble,  Cokesbury. 

www.PrestonTaylorBooks.net.  _ 

DISCOVER  HOW  TO  USE  LIFE 
Insurance  while  you're  alivel  Learn 
the  little  know  secrets  that  most  agents 
don't  know.  Protect  your  family  and 
assets  24/7.  Free  report,  800-443- 
0641.  Legacy  Insurance  Agency,  Pt^. 


FOB  BEST  RATES  ON:  MEDICARE 

supplements.  Major  Medical  & 
Croup  Health  Insurance  plans  as 
well  as  home  and  auto.  Call  Turner 
Insurance,  1-800-541-8196  or  visit 
www.Hirnerinsuranceonline.com. 


I  AM  A  BI-VOCATIONAL  PASTOR 
planting  a  church  in  Rserl,  Miss.,  doing 
small  Si  large  jobs  to  support  my  ministry. 
Speciaiiaing  in:  vinyl  skSng,  suniooms, 
metal  roofs,  house  washing,  patio  cowrs, 
etc.  Call  Rev.  lames  Thompson  at  601 -850- 
9620  or  601-932-3979. _ 


FBC  NmOLANO;  TDIAST  IS 

INC  resumes  for  the  position  of  mude  rtilif-' 
isier.  Please  send  resumes  to  FBC  1911 
Nederland  Aire  Nederland  Ttxas  7^7. 


MSSION  PUT  OP  OBERAMA4«CAU. 
Vtsk  the  maiotic  Alps  of  Cermany,  AuMria, 
and  Swilarlitod  June  21  -  My  1,  2010, 
(only  one  weekend).  See  the  world  famous 
passion  play.  Contact  Rev  Bill  Stanford, 
tol-924-3747.  ;  _ 

CLARK  AUCTIONS:  PBtSONAL  ESTATES, 


dLASS, 


Ir. 


HEIDELBERG  STAINED 
.  Meridian.  Design,  fabrication, 

I  Fax  illustrations  to 

*^call  800-368-2705.  _ 

CONDO  IN  CATUNBUBC  FOR  REND 
2  bedrm,  2  bath,  full  kitchen,  walk¬ 
ing  distarsce  to  parkway,  $70.00/nite. 
Call  for  information  281-855-4469 
or  832-922-01 01  A)1 41.  Email 
pdlw47y)*att.net 


'business  UquidMons  and  real  astale.  Vie 

sell  In  30di^  NlckOark,  R.E.  broker,  auc- 

tionaer,  41145.  Call  601-317-2536, 

www.nickelarkauctions.com. _ 

STAINED  dLASSWORKS,  INC,setvit« 
MS  &  AL  sinoe  1992.  CeU  80060S-297a 

llkkEFfT"'  Siding, 


_  _ _  lACKSON, 

Christian  OMmed.  All  home  improwments, 
vinyl  skflng,  windows,  metal  and  shingle 
ro(A  patio  covea  screen  and  gfasB  rooms. 
601-992-2092,  Don  A  Rka  Sebrsg  owners. 


OIRISTIAN  LONG  DISTANCE:  3.9 
stale  to  sMe,  3.9  In  state.  No  monthly  sa^ 
vice  charge.  Call  1-800-329-2088  or 
www.towwmyphortebtB.corn4taroldR 


STAINED  CLASS:  NEW  WINDOWS 
and  repairs.  Hopper  Stained  Ciau, 
lackson,  877-477-1899. 


CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY,  FREE 
estimates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman, 
-776-6617. 


MisSv  phone  601- 


Trustmark  Bank  executive  Art  Stevens  will  be  the  euest 


_ _  _  ^est 

'peaicer  at  a  Dec.  4,  11:30  a.m.  luncheon  to  honor  70  out- 
tanding  Mississippi  College  students  inducted  into  the 
'Who's  Who  Among  Students." 


2. 


E 


Alan  McKittrick,  left,  grandson  of  Erie  Stanley  and  Natalie 
Talbert  Gardner,  recently  visited  Blue  Mountain  College 
for  a  Founder's  Day  program  about  the  7-foot  Bosendorfer 
jiano  that  his  sister,  Valerie  Naso,  bequeathed  to  the  col- 
ege.  Natalie  Gardner  was  a  student  at  BMC  at  the  turn  of 
the  20th  century;  her  husband  was  the  author  of  the  Perry 
Mason  novels.  She  passed  her  fondness  for  the  college  to 
her  grandchildren.  Shown  are  McKittrick  and  BMC  presi¬ 
dent  Betty e  Rogers  Coward. 


2.  McKittrick  and  Coward 
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Trustees  hear  financial  concerns,  global  adiievements 


HOUSTON  (BP)  —  While 
celebrating  the  laraeet  number 
c4  miaaionuiea  under  appoint¬ 
ment  in  recent  years,  truswes  of 
the  International  Mission  Board 
(D^)  also  heard  some  caution¬ 
ary  fiiumce  reports  during  their 
Nov.  10-11  meeting  in  Houston. 

The  potential  eawts  of  invest¬ 
ment  losses,  a  weakened  doUai; 
and  flattened  giving  to  the 
Cooperative  Pro^wn  and  Lottie 
Moon  Christmas  OBering  could 
have  a  significant  impact  on  die 
board's  work  next  year. 

Those  economic  pressures 
forced  board  memwrs  to 
apprcwe  a  budget  for  2009  that 
indudes  no  room  to  exceed  the 
total  number  of  missionaries  cur¬ 
rently  under  appointment. 
Attrinon  in  the  missionary  force 
(completions,  retirements,  resig¬ 
nations,  and  deadis)  creates  the 
need  to  appoint  new  missionar¬ 
ies  each  yeiu;  but  IMB  President 
Jeny  Rankin,  a  Mississippi  native 
and  graduate  of  Mississippi 
Cdlege  in  Clintoa  said  the  abili¬ 
ty  to  expand  the  missionary  force 
beyond  current  levels  rests  in  the 
hands  of  Soudiem  Baptists. 

Xiod  has  always  proved  His 
faithfulness  throu^  tfte  giving  of 
His  people  duit  His  mission 
might  be  carried  out  around  die 
w(^.  Even  in  diese  austere  eco¬ 
nomic  times  we  must  press  for¬ 
ward  in  our  vision  to  resch  a  lost 
world  and  be  obedient  to  our 
Great  Commission  task. 

"God  continues  to  call  mis¬ 
sionaries  from  Southern  Baptist 
churches,  and  we  pray  Soutnem 
Baptists  will  not  be  deterred 
from  providing  the  support 
needeo  in  spite  of  the  personal 
sacrifice  that  might  entail." 

The  $319.8  million  -budget 
approved  by  trustees  marks  a 
$10  million  increase  over  2(X)8 
expenditures,  $10  million  of 
wnidi  will  be  u^  to  offset  die 
rising  cost  of  support  for  mis- 
sionimes  already  on  the  field. 

On  IHiesday  evening, 
trustees  apoointed  105  new 
missionaries  at  Houston's  First 
Church,  bringing  the  current 
number  of  field  personnel  to 
5,541.  The  Houston  group  is  the 
third-laigest  number  appointed 
since  at  teast  1980. 

Trustee  chairman  Paul 
Chitwood  of  First  Church  in 
Mt.  Washington,  Ky.,  acknowl¬ 
edged  that  mis  feat,  in  spite  of  a 
tough  economy,  is  much  to  die 
cremt  of  Southern  Baptists  and 
God's  eternal  gloi^. 

The  question  facing  us  now 
as  we  look  to  the  future  is:  Will 
we  again  experience  a  setbadi?" 
Chitwood  asked.  "Southern 
Baptists  will  decide  the  answer 
to  mat  question  as  they  give  dieir 
sito  throu^  die  Lome  Moon 
Guistmas  OSering  diis  year." 


Tou  can't  get  more  for  your 
money  than  sending  a  mission¬ 
ary,"  md  David  Steverson,  IMB 
treasurer  and  vice  president  for 
finance.  "That's  an  investment 
—  not  an  investment  diat  you 
put  in  your  portfolio  —  it's  an 
investment  in  die  lives  of  peo¬ 
ple  around  the  world." 

Despite  a  gloomy  economic 
forecast,  there  was  some  good 
news.  The  percentage  of  die 
budget  usM  for  stateside 
adnunistradon  and  promotion 
dropped  nearly  one  percent, 
from  15.44%  to  14.56%  percent. 

The  dollar  also  is  makir^  a 
recovery  in  the  world  marm- 
place,  gaining  as  much  as  20% 
over  some  foreign  currencies  in 
the  past  four  mondis.  Though  the 
gain  has  not  yet  achieved  parity 
with  the  ddlar’s  buying  power 
prior  to  die  decline,  anomer  20% 
increase  would  put  the  ddlar  on 
a  one-to-one  exchange  rate  with 
die  euro  —  the  currency  of  the 
European  Union. 

Gains  like  these  are  benefi¬ 
cial  because  nearly  85%  of  the 
IMB's  budget  is  spent  overseas. 

Steverson  added  that  the 
IMB's  well-diversified  portfolio 
helped  minimize  investment 
losses  during  the  market  crash, 
falling  about  19%  compared  to 
an  average  market  drop  of  40%. 

"Our  MiA  is  in  die^rd  — 
not  in  our  bank  balance," 
Steverson  said.  "I'm  convinced 
that  in  trying  times  we  need  to 
be  dependent  on  God.  Maybe 
that's  what  He's  trying  to  tell 
us,  'Depend  on  Me,  not  on  your 
resources.'  So  that's  what  we're 
goiM  to  do." 

Chitwood  called  on  trustees 
to  make  Southern  Baptist 
churches  aware  of  the  need  to 
give  and  challenged  them  to  "dig 
deeply"  into  thw  own  pockets 
for  me  Lottie  Moon  offering. 

"1  pray  our  generosity  would 
matcn  mat  ot  the  Mac^onian 
churches  who  gave  as  much  as 
hey  were  able,  and  (the 
Apostle]  Paul  says,  gave  even 
b^ond  their  ability  to  do  so," 
Chitwood  said. 

"I  know  diese  are  challenging 
days  —  they're  challenging  days 


MAKING  COMMITMENT  —  )oyce  Stevens  of  Illinois  joins  other  International  Mission  Board 
trustees  as  they  sign  their  names  on  a  large  globe  during  their  Nov.  10-1 1  meeting  in  Houston, 
in  what  IMB  President  Jerry  Rankin  describe  as  an  act  symbolizing  trustees'  commitment  to 
help  complete  the  Great  Commission.  (BP  photo) 


Supporting  missionaries 
Soutnem  Baptists  gave  a 
record  $150.4  million  to  the 
Lottie  Moon  offering  in  2007. 
The  goal  for  2008  is  $1TO  mil¬ 
lion  —  abcmt  a  16%  increase. 


rting  missionaries 


churches  but  by  Gcxl's  pace,  and 
hrough  (xir  sacrifice,  u  we  give 
beyond  what  we're  able  to  give,  I 
trust  God  will  honor  hat  by  both 
meeting  the  needs  in  our  homes 
and  churches  and  meeting  the 
needs  on  the  mission  field.' 

Annual  statistical  report 
Trustees  were  given  good 
reason  to  answer  Chitwood's 
challenge.  They  were  presented 
\yih  record  numbers  of  church 

Sowh  and  Gospel  advance  in 
e  2008  Annual  Statistical 
Report,  reporting  missions  data 
from  the  previous  year. 

Southern  Baptist  missionar¬ 
ies  and  their  partners  worked 
to  share  the  Gospel  among 
more  han  1,190  pecfole  groups, 
about  100  of  thm  for  he  first 


time.  Previously  no  one  had 
been  trying  to  start  new 
churches  among  hem.  The 
newly-engaged  groups  have  a 
combinecT  population  of  more 
than  188  million,  nearly  all  of 
them  less  than  two  percent 
evangelical  Christian. 

In  2007  missionaries  and 
their  partners  also  saw  the 
number  of  overseas  churches 
climb  to  he  highest  level  in  his¬ 
tory  of  nearly  182,000,  surpass¬ 
ing  the  10-million-member 
mark  for  he  first  time.  Of  that 
number,  27,000  of  hose  church¬ 
es  were  newly  started. 

Baptisms  topped  565,900,  an 
average  of  about  one  baptism 
per  minute. 

Gordon  Fort,  vice  president 
of  he  IMB's  ofiice  of  overseas 
operations,  told  trustees  hese 
numbers  represent  the  "tip  of 
the  iceberg"  in  terms  of  under¬ 
standing  he  complete  picture 
of  Goas  work  around  the 
world.  He  explained  that 
church-planting  movements 
grow  quickly  b^ond  the  IMB's 
ability  to  track  them. 

None  of  his  would  be  possi¬ 
ble  wihout  Southern  Baptist 
churchef;  he  said.  "We  need 
your  partnership  more  than 
ever,"  Fort  told  trustees.  "We 
need  your  influence  among 
your  [Souhem  Baptist]  con¬ 
stituency.  We  need  you  to  go 
back  to  your  churches  and 
share  wih  hem  he  vision  hat 
God  has  given  and  how  hey 
can  come  alongside  and  be 
involved  wih  us." 

West  Africa  regional  leader 
Randy  Arnett  told  mistees  about 
he  powerful  impact  hat  strate¬ 
gically  involveo  churches  can 
make  on  the  mission  field.  He 


shared  he  sto^  of  a  particular 
area  in  West  Amca  that  is  home 
to  350,(XX)  Bambara  people. 

Before  2007,  here  were  only  a 
handful  of  small,  struggling, 
Christian  outreach  groups 
among  some  336  villages  in  this 
area  ^t  in  February  2007,  a 
partnering  Souhem  Baptist 
church  began  to  send  short-term 
teams  to  Oye  Bambara.  Scxmv  a 
second  church  joined  the  efibrt. 

By  he  en<3  of  2007,  five 
Souhem  Baptist  churches  had 
committed  to  send  teams  at 
least  four  times  a  year.  One  of 
hose  churches,  B^lah  Church 
in  Hopkins,  S.C.,  averages  200 
in  Sunday  worship  and  sends  a 
team  every  six  weeks. 

Today,  nearly  200  [Bambara] 
have  been  baptized,  but  more 
importantly,  [he  handful  ofj 
outreach  groups  have  tumecl 
into  36  churcl^  and  outreach 
groups,"  Arnett  said.  "And  it's 
TCcause  Southern  Baptist 
churches  have  caught  a  vision." 

Reorganization 

Trustees  alro  affirmed  a  niun- 
ber  of  new  recommendations 
related  to  the  rollout  of  a  sweep- 
ingmtemal  reorganization. 

The  reorganization  is 
designed  to  accelerate  he 
boara's  work  overseas  by  max¬ 
imizing  the  effectiveness  of 
frontline  missionaries  while 
creating  a  more  efficient,  cost- 
effective  structure  of  adminis¬ 
tration  and  support. 

As  part  of  his  reorganiza¬ 
tion,  tmstees  endorsed  Randy 
Pegues  as  vice  president  for  he 
newly  created  office  of  global 
logistics  support  and  Tom 
Wuliams  as  vice  president  of 
he  office  of  global  persoimel. 


Pegues  currently  serves  as 
an  associate  vice  president  in 
the  office  of  overseas  opera¬ 
tions.  Williams  heads  the 
IMB's  Western  Europe  region. 
They  will  remain  in  their  cur¬ 
rent  roles  until  completing 
the  transition  to  their  new 
as^nments  in  mid-2009. 

Trustees  also  affirmed 
three  existing  vice  presidents: 
Gordon  Fort,  the  office  of 
global  strategy  (currently 
^own  as  the  office  of  over¬ 
seas  operations);  Ken  Winter, 
office  of  church  and  partner 
service;  and  David  Steverson, 
office  of  finance. 

Trustees  also  endorsed  per¬ 
sonnel  selections  for  eight  new 
leadership  positions  known  as 
"affinity  group  strategists."  The 
strate^sts'  names  were  not 
made  public  for  security  ^- 
sons.  They  will  be  responsible 
for  leading  each  of  he  IMB's 
eight  affinity  groups. 

Affinity  groups  are  lame 
groupings  ot  related  peoplira 
who  share  similar  origms,  lan¬ 
guages  and  cultures  —  a  lens 
hrough  which  missionaries 
can  focus  and  coordinate  strate¬ 
gy  to  share  he  Gospel. 

Chitwood  hanked  he 
trustees  for  their  support  and 
patience  during  the  reorganiza¬ 
tion  process,  a  task  he  com-' 
parecf  to  eating  an  elephant. 

"You  know  now  you  eat  an 
elephant?  One  bite  at  a  time," 
he  said.  "As  we  undertake  he 
process  of  reorganizing  an 
organization  hat  stretches  to 
nearly  200  countries,  wih 
6,000-plus  employees  and  a 
budget  nearly  a  third  of  a  bil¬ 
lion  dollars,  we  have  an  ele¬ 
phant  on  our  hands." 


November  20, 2006  - 


The  Bapttst  Record 


3.  Moak  and  Lewla 


1.  Holly  Springa  Church, 
Foxworth,  is  presenting 
the  Hanging  ot  the  Green 
Nov.  30,  10  a.m.  Ron 
Jordan,  pastor. 

2.  Mt.  Vernon  Church, 
Liberty,  met  and  exceed¬ 
ed  its  State  Missions 
Offering  goal  of  $2000  by 
collecting  $2,100.  Clint 
Penalbee,  pastor. 

3.  Clear  Branch  Church, 
Wesson,  ordained  Steve 
Lewis  as  deacon  Nov.  2. 
Shown  are  pi^r  Wayne 
Moak  aiKl  L^is. 

4.  The  Madison  Campus  of 
First  Church,  lackson, 
recently  receiv^  me  Eagle 


41  First  Church  Jackson,  Madison  Campus 


■ 

'Hi..  '-'t;' 


5.  Thomas  and  Kean . 


r# 


Award  for  Sunday  School 
growdi  from  the 
Mississippi  B»tist 

Convenuon  Board  (MBCB) 
and  LifeWay  Christian 
Resources  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention. 
Sunday  School  enrollment 
at  he  Madison  Campus 
increased  from  24  in 
August  2006  to  243  in 
August  2008.  Huev 
Deamon  (right)  nowth 
consultant  in  the  MBCB 
Sunday  School 

Department,  presented  the 
award  to  campus  pastor 
Mark  Farris  -  (left)  and 
Sunday  SdKwl  director  A1 
Vyfeeks. 

5.  Behel  Churdi,  Louisville, 
oidained  Gr^  Thonua  to 
he  gospel  ministry  Oct.  26. 
Shown  are  Thomas  and 

.  pastor  David  Keen.  ' 

6.  First  hrough  third  graders 
of  New  Prospect  Qiurdi, 
Brookhaven  and  Alpine 
Churclu  Pineville,  La^  met 
in  Natchez  in  October  after 
becoming  pm  pals  over  a 
year  ago.  Shown  are  the 
children. 

7.  Salem  Church  participated 
in  Scott  County  GA  day 
Aug.  2  at  Branch  Church,. 
Morton.  Shown  are  Tallie 
Johnson,  Belle  Yarbrough, 
and  Baylee  Buckley.  » 

8.  ■  ‘  The  •  children's  -  group  of 

Cedar  Grove  Church, 
Columbia,  weiit  to  he 
Pumpkin  Patch  In  ^Collins 
Oct.  18.  Shown  are  the  par- . 
ticipants. 

9.  First  Church,  Richlaud; 
recently  ordahed  Freddy 
Ahrencl  and  Bill  Tanner  as' 
deacons.  Shown  are  pastor 
Bill  Patterson,  Ahrend, 
Tannei;  and  heir  wives. 

10.  First  Church,  Benndale, 
honored  Marha  Dixon, 
left,  and  Margaret  DavicL 
ri^t  wih  placjues  for  38 
years  and  17  years  of  music 
service,  respectively,  Oct.  5. 

11.  Algoma  Church,  Algcnna, 
is  presenting  its  i7h  annu¬ 
al  drive-hru  nativity  Dec.  5 
-  6,  6  -  9  p.m.,  displaying 
five  well-known  scenes 
portraying  he  birh  of 
Jesus.  Free. 

12.  Samaritan  Counseling 
Services,  a  division  cm 
Baptist  Medical  Center, 
Jackson,  hosted  a  consor¬ 
tium  Aug.  18  which  spem- 
sors  the  Congregational 
Nurse  program.  Lavem 
Barnes  was  TOiK>red  for  her 
contribution  in  he  devel¬ 
opment  of  an  outstanding 
Ccmgregational  Healh  pro¬ 
gram  in  he  Icxnl  church. 


7.  Salem  Chmch'GAs 


8.  Cedar  Grove  Church 


9.  Riat  Churdi  Rkhland  deacon  ordinalkMi 


6.  New  Proqwet  Churdi  and  Alpine  Church 


10.  Dixon  and  David 
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Here’s  the  Church;  Here’s  the 


The  well-known  children's  rhyme  the  reasons,  every  deasion  to  di 
asserts  "Here's  the  church;  Here's  involves  significant  change  for  the  cl 
the  steeple.  Open  the  doors  to  see  all  The  challenges  associated  with 
of  the  people."  While  reciting  this  verse,  change  may  involve  an  exchange  o 
one's  hands  are  fashioned  such  that  the  istry  and  the  accompanying  decisi 
index  fingers  form  the  church's  steeple  rearrange  the  focus  of  ministry  by  ch 
while  the  other  fingers  are  tucked  inside  to  ing  resources  in  perpetual  fashion  t 
represent  the  people.  The  rhyme  contin-  other  mission  and  ministry  opporttu 
ues,  "Close  the  door;  hear  them  pray.  Open  This  edition  of  Foundation  Nc 
the  doors  and  they  all  run  away."  Smiles  designed  to  encourage  churches  face 
and  giggles  of  deUght  often  accompany  the  prospects  of  disbanding  by  iUusI 
this  exercise  when  young  children  attempt  how  other  churches  have  embrace 
to  coordinate  their  hand  motions  wiA  the  future  with  the  joy  of  knowing  th 
rhyme  that  signifies  die  church  gathering  l^gdom  principles  and  goals  u^n 
for  worship  and  scattering  for  ministry 
beyond  the  walls  of  the  building. 

Smiles  and  giggles  of  delight  aren't 
always  present  howevet  when  congrega¬ 
tions  are  faced  widi  die  difficult  choices 
related  to  disbanding  their  church.  Such 
decisions  confront  churdies  for  a  variety  of 
reasons  including  dwindling  membership 
and  governmental  action.  Regardless  of 


Daniel  Hall 
Executive  Director 
Mississippi  Baptist  Fou\ 


Mississippi  Baptist  Poundation,  P  O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  3^05  or  caU  800-748-1652  or  601-292-3210 


ifty  Cents  in  a  Fruit  jjurt 


The  late  Albert 

McQueen  envi-  ^ 
sioned  opening! 
the  doors  of  a  new  J 
church  building  and^l 
seeing .  qrowds  of 
peop&V|;A^er  for^H 


worship,  Bible 
study^  and. fellow¬ 
ship.  In  pursuit  of 
this  divinely- 
appointed  goal, 
McQueen  •  offered 
fifty  cents  in  a  fruit 


v  I  Foundation  with. 
^^i^"lthe  annual  eam- 
^^^Bdings  designated  for ' 
the  Cooperative 

Since'  the  memorial 
fund  was  established,  the 
Foundation  has  distributed 
over  $150,0CX)  in  earnings  to 
the  Cooperative  Program. 
During  tne  past  fiscal  year 
alone  (July  2007  -  June  2008), 
over  ^,200  was  distributed 
for  the  benefi^jof  the 
Cooperative  Pro^am  from 


jar  to  jiunpstart  the 


buildup  program  of 
the  Swta  Rosa 
Baptist  Churdi. 

Mginning  as  a  mission^^™ 
on  Novem^r  21,  1947,  a  small 
band  of  believers  met  in  the  old 
Aaron  Academy  under  the  lead¬ 
ership  of  Rev.  Olyn  Sims. 
Though  located  in  Hancock 
County,  die  mission  was  accept¬ 
ed  into  die  Pearl  River  Baptist 
Association  on  October  2,  1949. 
On  the  occasion  of  die  church's 
first  Vacation  Bible  School  fol¬ 
lowing  the  completion  of  a  new 
educational  building  in  1953, 
Mrs.  McQueen  decUr^  "There 
has  been  an  exceptionally  fine 
spirit  among  the  students  and 
faculty."  A  d^de  later,  howev- 
ei;  the  winds  of  change  blew 
across  the  region  as  the  church 
was  forced  to  disband  in  1963 
when  the  federal  government 
determined  diat  the  property  on 
which  the  church  facilities  were 
located  was  needed  for  the 
N.A.S.A  test  site. 

Although  the  government 
compensated  the  churdi  for  die 
land,  the  congregation  was  in  a 
mianda^  conoemii^  die  use  of 
me  fundls.  The  fervmt  prayer  of 
each  member  was  'Tord,  show 
us  what  fo  do."  The  answer  to 
this  prayer  came  through  a  for- 


the  "Santa  Rosa  Memorial  ■ 
Trust  Fund."  H 

Interestingly  enough,  die  " 
amount  distributed  from  the 
memorial  trust  during'  the 
twelve  months  ending  June  30, 
2008  represents  a  larger  contri¬ 
bution  to  the  Cooperative 
Program  than  the  CP  contribu¬ 
tions  of  approximately  one-third 
of  the  Soumem  Baptist  churches 
in  Mississippi.  In  other  words, 
over  700  chtirches  that  meet  reg¬ 
ularly  for  worship,  Bible  study, 
and  fellowship  gave  less  to  the 
Cooperative  Program  than  a 
chu^  that  no  longer  exists. 
Thily,  Santa  Rosa  is  a  .church 
which  died  yet  lives  on  due  to  a 
group  of  committed  Christians 
whose  foresight  and  initiative 
included  the  ministry  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation 


Church  of  Nidfiolson,  M$^  fw 


to  extend  the  witness  of  the 
Sanfii  *Rt)sa  Baptist  Church  their  fOrty-fifdMgBtiM'  i  ing  with 
throughout  Pearl  River  county  Irma  Frierscm  presiding  over 
and  around  the  world.  '  *  the.  occasion.  Mrs,  Frietsofi 

Although  the  membership  of  read  a  letter  from  Dt,  Franklin 
the  Santa  Rosa  Baptist  Churdi  Atkinson,  a  former ‘|>astor  of 
scattered  across  Mississippi,  the  Santa  Roea  drarch,  who 
Louisiana,  and  Alabama  fol-  stated  "1  delight iA  the 
lowing  the  disbandment  in  Cooperative  Prograih  report 
1963,  a  reunion  continues  to  be  each  year  and  heve  had  occa- 
held  annually  on  tiie  second  sions  to  use  it  t6  8timulate*otii- 
Sunday  in  November.  Less  '  ers."  Though  the  reunion  had 
than  two  weeks  ago,  several  of  feW  partidpantt,. aninception- 
the  church's  eany  members  ally  fine  rairit  was  eWdent 
assembled  at  the  First  Baptist  among  all  those'  pframt.* 


These  ladies  are  some  of  the  earliest  members  of  SRBC: 
Eloise  Burrell,  Irma  Frierson,  Vera  Beech,  Carolyn  Raby, 
Dr.  Daniel  Hall  -MBF  ' 


Wiest  Jackson  Baptist  Church  was  estab¬ 
lished  shortly  after  World  War  n 
under  the  leadership  of  Rev.  J.  F. 
Sullivan  and  sixteen  charter  members.  EXuing 
the  lengthy  ministry  of  the  Rev.  Jade  Nazzary 
hundreds  of  new  members  enjo^  the  hKili- 
ties  diat  were  constructed  duri^  diis  growing 
period  of  dw  diurch's  history. 

Fcrflowir^  nearly  fifty  years  of  vibrant  miiv 
istry  in  Jacksoa  Kowevei^  the  congregants  of 
the Jadeson  Baptist  Church  were  confront¬ 
ed  widi  the  (haUcngir^  reality  that  the  itu^- 
of  die  membership  trut  once  lived  in  proxim¬ 
ity  to  the  church  facilities  had  dispersed  toward^ 
die  Jadcson  suburbs  (A  Clinton  and  Madisem." 
Mai^  of  diose  who  remained  in  the  local  min¬ 
istry  area  were  moving  rapidly  toward  retire¬ 
ment  and  fixed  incomes.  According  to  pastor 
Larry  Dunlap,  the  church  realized  t^  the  situ¬ 
ation  could  not  go  unaddtessed  so  ^we  were  all 
paying  for  die  direction  God  would  lead  us" 
because  "we  knew  we  had  to  do  somediing." 
Ihechurch's  leaders  sought  a  feasible  appro^ 
iot  maintaining  a  viable  ministry  presence  in 
die  oommunity.  Relocation  was  e^^lored  but 
quiddy  dismis^  as  an  unsuitable  option. 

In  tne  absence  oi  a  workable  plan  for  West 
Jackson's  continued  operationf  the  church  elect¬ 
ed  representatives  to  begin  t^  process  of  dis- 


Rev.  Malcomb  Massey;  Rev.  Jack  Nazzary, 


solving  the 
church  and  dis¬ 
pensing  the 
assets.  Paul 
Ha)mes  was 
elected  as  die 
president  of  the 
executive  com¬ 
mittee  charged 
widi  handling 
the  dissdution 
p>rooes8. 

During  die 
time  that  die 
achve  member¬ 
ship  of  West 
Jac3cson  Baptist 
Church  was 
dwindling;  die 
oonmegationerf 
die  Errimanuel  Missionary  Baptist  Church  was 
experiencing  robust  growth  vshich  left  their 
own  fodlities  insuffic^t  for  continued  expan¬ 
sion.  m  answer  to  die  West  Jackson's  prayers 
for  Gcxl's  leadership  and  directkxv  tne  Rev. 
Jesse  Horton  of  EMBC  inejuired  about  die  avail¬ 
ability  of  the  West  jacksem  Baptist  Church  focil- 
ities.  Horton's  initial  inc]uiry  started  a  seejuenoe 
of  discussions,  prayer  gatherings,  and  odier 
meetings  that  led  to  die 
eventual  decision  by  West 
jacksexi  Baptist  Church  to 
seU  dieir  buildings  and 
property  fo  Enunanuel 
Baptist  Church. 

Despite  the  sadness  of 
ending  dieir  own  ministiy 
in  die  area,  die  members  of 
West  Jackson  were  keenly 
aware  of  Gcxi's  obvious 
involvement  with  die  trans¬ 
fer  of  the  WJBC property  to 
Emmanuel.  Yfim  die  state¬ 
ment  "Gcxi  was  preparing 
another  group  to  carry  <xi 
His  work,"  Paul  Haynes 
Rev.  Bill  Jones  affirmed  West  Jackin's 


recognition  of  Gcxl's  invdvement 

IMdi  die  exchange  of  ministiy  from  West 
Jackson  to  Emmanuel  and  die  sale  of  the 
accompanying  property  to  EBMC  die  procseeds 
derived  mis  transfer  were  invest  widi 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Fexmdation  dirough  the 
establishment  of  die  "West  Jackson  Baptist 
Church  Ihist"  The  earnings  stemming  mxn 
die  investment  of  die  fund's  corpus  provides 
perpetual  benefit  for  several  Baptist  causes 
including  die  Baptist  Children's  \^llage,  the 
Lottie  M(x>n  Christmas  Ofiering  for 
International  Misskxis,  the  Annie  Armstrong 
Easter  Offering  for  Nordi  American  Missicxis, 
and  die  Margaret  Lackey  State  Missions 
Ofiering.  Since  die  creation  of  this  endowment 
in  August  1995,  over  $200,000  has  been  distrib¬ 
uted-  to  diese  designated  causes. 

Former  members  of  die  West  jacksexi  Baptist 
Church  gadier  cxice  or  twice  each  year  to  snare 
fellowship  and  memories.  The  most  recent 
reunion  took  place  last  Saturday  at  the  Western 
Sizzlin'  in  Ridgeland  with  over  forty  pec^^ 
participating.  Iri^ded  in  diis  group  were 
Jacksexi  Baptist  Church  p>astors  Jack  Nazzary 
and  Malcomb  Massey  as  weU  as  Bill  Jcxies  who 
served  the  church  as  interim  pastor. 


I"  a'T' 

f\r 


i. 


Robmson  Street  Baptist  Church 


With  a  history  similar  to  West  Jackson  Baptist,  the 
Robinson  Street  Baptist  Church  ministered  to  their  com¬ 
munity  and  throughout  the  enty  of  Jacl^n  from  their 
home  base  IcKated  on  the  comer  of  Ellis  Avenue  and  Robinson 
Street  for  thirty-seven  years  beginning  in  1950.  During  the  forma¬ 
tive  years  of  the  church,  facilities  were  built  as  the  membership 
grew  and  ministries  expanded. 

After  less  than  20  years,  however,  the  community  surrounding 
the  church's  worship  and  ministry  site  began  to  shift  from  a  high- 
growth  to  a  transitional  area.  Although  the  church  continued  serv¬ 
ing  despite  a  decline  in  membership,  the  congregation  began  to 
recognize  that  they  weren't  postured  to  minister  in  the  communi¬ 
ty  to  the  extent  and  with  the  effectiveness  that  was  needed.  In 
1987,  the  church  made  the  difficult  decision  to  discontinue  minis¬ 
tering  as  the  Robinson  Street  Baptist  Church  and  sold  the  church 


property  and  facilities  to  an  African-American  congregation. 

The  proceeds  from  the  sale  of  the  church  property  were  invest¬ 
ed  with  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation  as  an  endowment  for 
missions  and  ministry.  The  trust  documentation  that  established 
the  "Robinson  Street  Baptist  Church  Tmst".  calls  for  several 
Baptist  ministries  to  receive  a  portion  of' the  annual  earnings. 
Included  among  these  ministries  are  the  Baptist  Children's 
Village,  Collegiate  Ministry  (BSU)  in  Mississippi,  Mississippi 
College,  and  the  Metro  Baptist  Association. 

While  the  Robinson  Street  Baptist  Church  no  longer  meets  as  a 
congregation  of  believers  on  the  comer  of  Ellis  Avenue  and 
Robinson  Street,  the  trust  fund  administered  by  the  Foundation 
continues  to  perpetuate  the  memory  and  ministry  of  the  church  as 
nearly  $900,000  has  been  distributed  for  the  advancement  of 
Kingdom  endeavors  since  the  inception  of  die  trust  fund. 


lhange;,  Exchange;  and  Rearrange 
define  dw  nearly  10-year  min- 
ristry  of  die  Faith  Bapttet  Church 


in  north  Jackson.  When  the  Broadmoor 
Bapdst  Church  made  die  decision  in  the 
late  90s  to  rekicate  their  ministry  base 
fiom  Nocthside  Drive  in  the  capitol  dty 
to  Madisoiv  the  church  made  a  ministry 
exchange  of  sorts  by  selling  tm 
Broadmoor  facilities  arid  property  to 
the  Vfeslev  Biblical  Semiiiary.  In  the 
midst  of  wis  change  and  exchange,  a 
portion  of  Broadinoor's  member^p 
remained  in  die  local  area  and  estab¬ 
lished  Faidi  Baptist  Oiurdi. 

Initially,  the  congregation  met  at 
Chastain  Jr.  High  Sdi^  located  on 
Northside  Drive  across  from 
Broadmoor's  former  campus. 
Eventually,  however,  the  group 
returned  to  a  more  intimate  and 
familiar  setting  as  they  began  leasing 
the  diapel  from  Wesley  Seminary  for 

the 


worship.  For  several  years, 
diurdi  focused  on  mission  and  min-  MB 
istry  in  dieir  community. 

Toward  the  end  of  2007,  the  church 
was  faced  with  the  decision  to 
rearrange  dieir  focus  as  the  diurdi's  lease 
arrangement  widi  the  seminary  was  not 
sdveduled  to  be  renewed.  C<»ifi^ted  with 
die  prospect  of  no  longer  having  a  ministry 
home  for  die  church,  some  of  Fiddi's  leader- 
diip  began  exploring  the  possibility  of 
merging  with  another  area  murdi.  In  the 
end,  die  congregation  voted  to  disband.  The 
diurch  deteniiined  further  to  rearrange 


Rev.  Cliff  Davit,  Rev.  Ed  Trott,  Ann  Hamilton,  Dr.  Daniel  Hall  -  MBF 

their  ministry  in  a  perpetual  fashion  International  Mission  Board 
through  the  establishment  of  a  trust  fund  North  American  Mission  Bos 
with  me  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation.  Southern  Baptist  Conventioi 
Holding  their  last  offidal  services  in  planting  of  new  churches.  On 

January,  2008,  the  church  presented  a  will  le^sttr  the  untold  number 

check  for  $100,000  to  the  Foundation  for  across:  the  globe  that  will  rc 

the  "Faith  Baptist  Church  Mission  TVust."  accept^  the  gospel  messaee 

The  aimual  earnings  from  this  trust  are  because  of  a  small  group  of  ft 

designated  for  equal  distribution  to  the  vants  known  as  Faim  Baptist  C 


Onening  New  Doors:  McDowell  Road  Bapti 


Following  a  stellar  ministry  that  began  in  South  Jackson  in  1954,  the 
MdDowell  Road  Baptist  Church  dedded  to  dose  dieir  doors  and  disband  in 
late  2005.  For  years,  the  diurch  had  been  confronted  with  a  transitional 
ministry  area  and  an  aging  membership,  lliese,  and  odier  factors,  contributed  to 
a  continual  dediiie  in  die  number  of  worshipers  meeting  in  a  sizeable  facility. 

Upon  reaching  the  dedsion  to  disband,  the  congregation  voted  to  establish  the 
"McDowell  Baptist  Church  Mission  Trust"  with  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Foundation  as  a  perpetual  reminder  of  the  manner  in  which  God  used  MRBC  to 
provide  a  source  of  blessing  in  Soudi  Jackson  and  around  die  world.  The  purpos¬ 
es  for  vdiich  the  axmual  earnings  are  designated  indude  the  Baptist  Children's 
Village,  MBCB  Disastn  Relief,  and  Baptist  Homes /Son  Valley.  Although  this 
mission  trust  is  slated  to  receive  primary  funding  following  the  disposition  of 
the  church  facilities,  a  number  of  McDowell  Road  Baptist  Church  members  make 
regular  contributions  to  this  mission  trust. 

Certainly,  churches  don't  intend  on  disbanding  when  first  started  but  some¬ 
times  congregations  determine  to  move  in  other  directions  for  a  variety  of  rea¬ 
sons.  The  new  direction  may  result  in  a  complete  Change,  an  Exchange  of  min¬ 
istry,  or  even  a  Rearrange.  Regardless  of  the  circumstances  or  sequence  of  events 
that  led  to  the  decision  to  disband,  a  diurch  can  continue  to  encourage  Baptist 
ministries  through  a  perpetual  endowment  with  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Foundation.  As  "laborers  tc^edier  with  God,"  we  can  achieve  Kingdom  goal  of 
bringing  Mississippi  and  die  world  to  Jesus. 
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13.  Atkins  recognition,  Hanrisbtirg  Church 


14.  Lee  ordination,  Franklin  Creek  Church 


13.  Haniabum  Church,  Ttq)elo, 
honored  Sun  Atkins  for  56 
years  of  perfect  attendance  in 
Minday  School  Shown  are 
Anna  Aduns,  Atkins^  Patti- 
Robey,  and  Ed  Page. 

14.  Franklin  Creek  Churdi, 
Moss  Point,  ordained  Paul 
Lee  Oct  19.  Shown  are  Betsy 
Lee,  Emma  Grace  Lee,  Lee, 
and  pastor  John  Pemberton. 

1&  Sylvarena  Church,  Wesson, 
ordained  Bryan  Letchwmth 
and  Jimmie  Bufkin  as  dea¬ 
cons  Nov.  9.  Shown  are 
Letdtworth,*  Deemie 
Letchwo^  Rena  Bufkin, 
aiul  Buflun. 

16.  Rrst  Churdi,  Fannin,  Dallas 
Hobn  in  concert  Nov.  23  8:30 
amAlO'.SO  am 

17.  Arlington  Church,  B<^e 
Qiitto,  will  be  conductit^  a 
dedicatlDn  and  worship  ser¬ 
vice  Nov.  23, 11  a.m.,  for  tfieir 

^  newl]^f«tiovated  sanctuary 
and  educational  building, 
followed  by  lundi 

"18.  Macedonia  Church,  Petal, 
celebrated  Senior  Adult 
Day  Oct.  12  by  recognizing 
their  senior  adults  during 
the  morning  worship  ser¬ 
vice.  More  than  100  senior 


adults  partidpated;  the 
service  was  followed  by 
lundi  in  their  honor. 


19.  Crosiptes 
Brandon, 


Church, 

presenting 

Christmas 


(.rossgates  t^nnstmas 
UnUnuted  Dec  1^  7'pm 
and  Dec.  13  - 14,  3*30  and  7 

f>.m.  luketed  event;  call 
601)  824-2775  or  visit 
wwwxrossgatesxng  for  conv 
plimentary  tickets. 

20.  Highland  Chur^ 

Meridian,  is  presenting  its 
24th  annud  Siring 
Christmas  Thee  Dec  11  -14,  / 
p.m.  ni^idy,  plus  4  pm  pre¬ 


sentations  Saturday  and 
Sunday.  Free  tickets  are 
availaUe  at  the  church  office, 
or  mail  by  sending  a 
SASt  to  Singing  Christmas 
Tree,  Hiduand  Baptist 
Church,  3400  27di  St, 
Meridian,  MS  39306.  The 
church  requests  that  ticket 
holders  bring  unwrapped 
toys  or  canned  food. 


11.  Bill  Monaghan  Ministries  is 
available  fw  revivals,  home¬ 
comings,  senior  programs, 
conceit  transitional  suppN. 
or  mdal  events.  Call  (o62) 
256-4138  or  640-2514  for 
information. 


1  Ministries  is 


15.  Deacon  ordination,  Sylvarena  Church 


Good  work  deserves  great  health  pratedion. 

I  GuldeStone  has  you  covered. 

Becauw  GuideStone  knows  ttw  ministry,  they  also  know  what  ministers  need 
from  their  insurance  plans  For  more  value  for  your  health  care  dollars,  you  can 
trust  GuideStone  ' 

GuideStone  offers  seven  PPO  plans  and  an  HSA-eligible  High  Deductible  HeiHh 
Plan.  With  a  wide  range  of  costs  and  benefits,  these  plans  offer  the  choice  and 
selection  you  need.  You'll  find: 

91  Deductiblos  ranging  from  SO  to  S5, 000 

91  Access  to  the  nationwide  network  of  health  cere  providers 

91  Exclutive  discounted  pre^iption  drug  pricing 

«  f 

9(  Generous  preventive  care  benefits 


And  because  GuideStone's  mission  is  to  *serw  ifWM  wfw  serve  the  lord, 'you  N 
be  working  with  industry  experts  who  care  about  your  needs 


Cad  1 1  W  OUIDC  (1  -SSB-SSA  MSS)  to  speak  to  a  Customer  Relations  specialist 
— or  visit  vimKGukieSrone.org/frBffOuotBto  Get  A  Quote  and  Apply  Online. 
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Study:  Small  church  vision  often  stalled  by  infighting 


NASHVILLE,  Ibin.  (BP)  — 
Most  pastors  oi  smaUaHnem- 
bership  Southern  Bap^ 
churches  see  what  God  is  caUing 
their  oongrentions  to  be  and  do 
and  have  laid  the  noundwork 
for  acooDij^iahing  me  mission,  * 
but  dwir  enbrts  to  lead  are  frus¬ 
trated  by  turf  battles  and  a  foil- 
ure  to  darify  and  evaluate 
plans^  according  to  a  new  study 
oy  LifeWay  Research. 

Findings  of  the  study,  pub¬ 
lished  in  the 

November /December  issue  of 
Facts  dc  IVends,  suggest  that 
pashHS  could  see  diw  smaller- 
membership  congregations 
make  proness  by  evaiuat^ 
dturdi  ministries,  organizing 
to  reach  their  goals  and  plan¬ 
ning  for  die  mtuie.  Facts  dc 
IVends  is  die  official  news  mag¬ 
azine  of  LifeWay  Qudstian 
Resources  of  the  Southern 
Bapdrt  Convention. 

'The  effectiveness  of  local 
churdi  ministry  often  is  jeop¬ 
ardized  by  poor  organization," 
said  Scott  McConnell,  assod- 
ate  director  of  LifeWay 
Research.  "Understanding 
God's  callii^  and  die  omteid 
of  the  chimm  is  important,  but 
leadership  remiires  knowing 
where  you  are.  Knowing  where 
you  need  to  go  and  Imowing 
now  to  get  mm.  Most  small- 
diurch  pastors  actively  pursue 
the  first  two  but  many  struggle 
widi  die  diird." 

The  study  entailed  an  online 
surv^  last  March  that  indud- 
ed  3^  pastors  of  congrega¬ 
tions  averaging  fewer  than  TOO 
in  primary  worship  atten¬ 
dance.  It  found,  among  other 
things,  that  67%  of  small- 
chu^  pastors  are  frustrated 
widi  how  slowly  progress  is 
made  at  their  diurcn. 

The  inertia,  however,  isn't 
for  lacic  of  trying.  According  to 
the  study: 


•  Most  pastors  of  small 
churches  have  assessed  dieir 
church's  cultural  context.  Three- 
fourths  have  studied  dieir  com¬ 
munities.  NineW  percent  have 
examined  trends  in  their  con¬ 
gregation.  Seventy-one  percent 
say  they  try  to  be  actively 
involved  in  meir  community. 

•  Most  pastors  of  small 
diurches  see  what  God  is  call¬ 
ing  dieir  diurdi  to  be  and  do. 
Nmety-four  percent  say  they 
deaiiy  see  the  needs,  hurts  and 
problems  God  is  calling  dieir 
diuidi  to  address.  Eij^t  out  of 
10  have  shared  widi  tnie  cong:^ 
gaticm  a  deai^  compelling  pic¬ 
ture  of  what  is  calling  meir 
church  to  look  like  several 
years  from  now. 

The  obstacles  to  missional 
progress,  howevei;  are  familiar 
to  every  pastor.  While  two- 
diirds  of  tne  pastors  surveyed 
indicated  their  churdi  makes 
regular  changes  to  improve 
dim  effectiveness,  49%  said  lay 
leaders  in  the  congregation 
often  resist  diange  to  protect 
dieir  area  of  respcmsibility. 

One-third  of  them  said  dieir 
diurch  had  experienced  dis¬ 
ruptive  conflict  m  the  past  year. 

^o  doubt  spiritual  frdlures 
hold  diurches  back  more  dian 
leadership  or  administrative 
shortcomings,"  McConnell 
said.  "Discouraging  baptism 
and  membership  trends  m  the 
Southern  Bapt&t  Convention 
show  us  that  diange  is  needed 


Many  pastors  of  small 
diurdiM  candidly  admitted 
they  do  not  know  now  to  lead 
dietr  diurch  vdiere  they  need  to 
go,  McConnell  reported. 

Only  29%  of  small-diurdi 
tors  strongly  agreed  that 
have  a  dw  plan  to  accom- 
plisti  the  tilings  God  has  called 
meir  diurdi  to  do.  Forty-four 
perc^ent  agreed  (strongly  or 
somewhat)  that  tii^  often  don't 
understand  whythmgs  tiiey  try 
don't  work.  Thirty  percent 
agreed  that  tiiey  are  confused 
amnit  where  tiicy  should  invest 
their  own  time  and  effort. 

The  problem  is  compounded 
by  tile  tact  tiiat  many  diurches 
fail  to  plan  or  even  evaluate 
tiieir  current  activities,  the  sur¬ 
vey  revealed.  Although  70%  of 
the  pastors  said  the  allocation 
of  their  church  budget  ade- 

3uately  funds  current  objec- 
ves,  40%  agreed  tiieir  diurch 
rarely  has  time  to  step  back  and 
plan  appropriately. 

While  more  thm  half  of  pas¬ 
tors,  57%,  have  written  a  vision 
or  mission  statement  adopted 
by  their  church,  two-tiiirds 
rarely  change  who  is  responsi¬ 
ble  tor  certmi  work  or  respon¬ 
sibilities.  Leadership  in  fewer 
tiian  six  in  10  churches  regular¬ 
ly  evaluates  methods  and 
results  of  events  and  programs. 

"The  survey  clearly  indi¬ 
cates  that  smaller-member- 
ship  churches  need  to  stop 
a  evaluate  what 


an 


they 


are 


to  find  out  whether  basic 
leadership  activities  are 
CKCurring  in  smaller  Southern 
Baptist  churches.  While  we 
found  that  many  key  activi¬ 
ties  are  occurring,  we  were 
able  to  identify  significant 
shortcomings  in  planning  and 
process  improvement." 
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1.  First  Church,  Mathison: 
Revival,  Nov.i9  -  23;  Wed. 
-  Sat.,  7  p.m.;  Sun.,  10  a.m. 
and  6  p.m.;  Bob  Pitman, 
speaker;  Byron  Benson, 
music. 


Student  ministers  meet  for  Retreat 


The  Disdpleship  and 
dinisfrfes  Department 
of  tile  Mississippi  Baptist 
;  Ccmvention  Boarcf  sponsored  a 
Student  Minister's  Retreat  at 
Lake  Hak  CXIGiata  near 
Louisville  on  Nov.  10  - 12. 

The  retreat  included  meet¬ 
ings  by  region,  spouses'  ses¬ 
sions,  and  other  topics 
induding  Tiransitioning 
Students  from  High  School  to 
College,  Student  and  Parent 
Ministry,  Bringing  Life  Back 
Into  Student  Bmle  Study,  and 
the  Student  Minister's  Need 
for  Refuge. 

According  to  Ken  Hall,  con¬ 
sultant  in  tile  Dlactoleship  and 
Family  Ministries  DepartinenL 
"This  meeting  was  d^gned  to 
build  fellowship  amcmg  our 
state  student  mmisters,  to 
provide  training  and  enoour- 
agement 

'A  challenge  in  youtii  min¬ 
istry  is  to  provide  programs 
for  the  students  that  m  into 


their  schedules.  Students  are 
busy  and  overextended.  So 
we  want  to  have  quality  and 
not  program  just  for  the  sake 
of  doing  something,"  Hall 
said.  "I  hope  all  these  guys  go 
back  home  encouraged  to 
stay  the  course,  and  that 


they've  found  some  other 
guys  they  can  call,  that  th^ 
know  they're  not  alone  in 
ministry,  and  can  share  some 
ideas  iWth  each  other." 

Pictured  are  several  student 
ministers  praying  during  one 
of  their  small  group  ses^ns. 


doiM  and  who  is  doing  it," 
McConnell  said.  "Leaders 
need  to  develop  effective 
plans  for  carrying  out  the 
work  God  has  called  their 
churches  to  do." 

Leading  a  church  rrauires 
both  vision. and  administra¬ 
tive  ability,  McConnell  said. 
Many  pastors,  though,  are 
much  stronger  in  one  area 
than  the  other. 

The  Apostle  Paul  in  1 
Corinthians  12:28  tau^t  that 
God  places  teachers  in  the 
diurch  and  also  gives  the  gift  of 
managing,"  he  said.  "But  he 
never  promised  botii  tiiose  gifts 
woulclbe  in  tiie  same  person. 

"Pastors  who  candidly 
assess  their  own  strengths  and 


weaknesses  can  surround 
tiiemselves  witii  leaders  who 
have  tile  talents  tiiat  tii^  lade," 
McConnell  said.  "Each  local 
diurdi  should  sedi  out  and 
utilize  members  gifted  in  orga¬ 
nizing  people  and  processes 
while  still  encouraging  eadi 
otiier  to  desire  tiie  greater  gifts 
of  faitii,  hope  and  tove." 

The  PowerPoint  report. 
Leadership  Issues  for  tiie  »mall 
Church,  is  available  at 
www.Iifewayresearch.com. 
The  online  study  was  conduct¬ 
ed  in  March  among  801  pas¬ 
tors,  350  of  whom  were  pastors 
of  smaller-membership  congre¬ 
gations,  defined  as  tiiose  witii 
an  average  primary  worship 
niesstium 


attendance  of 


100. 


Join  Other  Btottsts  »nd  Pittor  Rov  Mv^nl 

Canadian  Rockies  Tour 
Offers  ‘Cool’  Vacation 

14  Days  -  Depart  June  21. 2009  « from  S999* 

Join  other  Baptists  on  the  first  ciay  of  sunimer,  visiting  both  the  United 
States  and  (Radian  Rocky  Mountains.  Start  in  Skxix  Fails,  SO  for  a 
scenic  three-day  drive  to  Calgary,  Afcerta.  In  route,  on  your  comfortable 
motor  coach,  visit  Fargo  and  Bismarck,  NO;  then  north  to  Saskatcheviran  to 
the  Royal  (Canadian  Mounted  Pokoe  Academy.  (Canadian  highlights  include 
Calgary;  Lake  Louise;  Banff  National  Park;  ride  a  SnoCoach  over  the 
Column  Ice  Fields;  visit  Canmore,  Atoerta;  Waterton  Lakes  National  Park; 
Kananaskis  Country,  Helena  and  Biings  MT;  Cluster's  battlefield  at  the 
Utile  Big  Horn;  Black  His  National  Forest;  ML  Rushmore  and  Oazy  Horse 
National  Mernoriai;  legendary  Badtonds  National  Park;  and  morel  Includes 
13  nights  hotels,  baggage  handpng,  and  lots  of  motor  ooach  sightseeing. 
"Per  person,  double  occupancy  plus  $149  tax,  service,  govi  fees.  Add 
$7()0  airfare  from  BlnninghjBm,AL;  or  (auNj^^  Add  $8(X)  airfare 

from  Atlanta,  QA*  Memphis,  TN;  or  Jackson,  MS.  This  vM  be  Pastor 
Myers' fifth  trip  as  a  Baptist  Chaplain  on  a  YMT  Vacation.  Currently  he  is 
interim  pastor  at  Immanuel  Baptist  Church  in  Ckiiumbus,  Mississippi. 

PvT  WUtIfUrm  iTfvrlWfWPryi  WW  WWtr  ffWII  Wiy.  mitmm  7  fftW  f 

YMT  Vacations  1 -800-736-7300 

_ Provkfrng  Affordable  Vacatione  Sfrioe  19671 
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MSAudioujc 


Design  &  Integration  of  Professional  Audio,  Video,  &  Lighting 
Church,  Conference  Room,  School 
Equipment  sales,  service  and  installation 


P.O.  Box  1575  Ph  601-923-9947 
Clinton,  MS  39060  Fax  601-924-2880 


TVooper  Hales 

info@msaudiollc.com 


Pastors  released,  woman  stoned 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  Chai^ges  of  apos-  would  think  it's  part  of  the  larger  political  gaine 
tasy,  or  leaving  Islam,  against  two  pastors  in  Iran  that  [President  Mahmoud]  Ahmaclinejad  and  his 
were  dismissed,  apparently  on  false  grounds.  One  factions  are  trying  to  play  to  gamer  political  sup- 
observer  believes  the  move  was  designed  to  help  port  for  him,'  Gnebo^  told  Compass  Direct, 
die  Iranian  government  save  face  in  u^t  of  inter-  Todd  Nettleton  of  Voice  of  the  Martyrs  point- 
national  pressure  over  its  human  ri^ts  record.  ed  out  that  Iranian  lawmakers  are  considering 

Mahmoud  Matin  Azad,  52,  and  Arash  imposing  the  death  penalty  on  anyone  who 
Basirat,  44,  were  acquitted  of  the  charge  leaves  Idam.  "The  diurdi  is  growing  at  simply 
September  25  by  a  iudge  in  Shiraz.  A  court  doc-  an  amazing  rate.  That  is  a  part  of  the  reason  the 
urnent  stated  that  Doth  men  "denied  that  they  government  is  so  nervous  about  the  Christians," 
had  converted  to  Christianity  and  said  that  Nettleton  told  Mission  Network  News, 
they  remain  Muslim,  and  accordingly  the  court  "That.is  paitli^f  the.  itasoo  they're  striking 
found  no  fi^rther  evidence  to  the  contrary,"  back  and  chanmng  laws.  That  also  means  moix* 
according  to  Compass  Direct  news  service.  people  potentiallylace  persecution;  more  people 

Azad  said  he  and  Basirat  not  only  did  not  '  need  uui  piayers." - -  — — 

deny  leaving  Islam  but  were  very  plain  about  Meanwhile,  a  23-year-old  woman  was 
their  faith  in  Christ.  The  first  question  that  to  deadi  October  2/  in  Kismayu,  Soiui’  «  l>> 
they  asked  me  was,  'What  are  you  doing?'  I  Islamic  extremists  who  accused  her  of '  ly. 
saia,  'I  am  a  pastor  pastoring  a  house  diurdi  in  Asha  Ibrahim  Dhuhulow's  death  lepiM  t«.  .•  i «  v\  is 
Irarv"  Azad  told  Compass  Direct.  "All  my  die  first  such  execution  in  two  years. 

[court]  papers  are  about  Christianity  —  about  When  a  family  member  tried  to  iiiiervi'm', 
my  activity  about  our  church,  and  everything."  guards  opened  fii^  killing  a  child.  Tlie  ciuvsd 

Joseph  Grieboski,  founder  of  the  Institute  on  p^ple  assembled  for  the  execution  wea*  Uiki  she 
Region  and  Public  Policy,  believes  the  dismissal  nadsubmittedhersdffbrthepunishnienl.buli'ye- 
ol  ^  case  was  the  result  of  political  pressure.  "If  witnesses  tc4d  die  Reuters  news  service  the  woman 
die  court  did  in  tect  lie  about  what  he  said,  I  was  screaming  as  ^  was  bound  hand  and 
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Christmai  holiday.  The  Baptist  Chfldims 
Village  invites  you  to  partner  witfi  us.  Listed 
bdow  are  ways  you  can  help.  You  will  also  find 
this  information  posted  at  www.baotislchil* 
diensviDagexom  along  vrith  other  BCV  needs. 

Thanksgivliig  Ac  ChrisliiiM  Dinner  Needs: 

Hams  (We  have  Cake  mixes  and  Idng 

enough  tuiioeys)  Rolls 


tfloUSEPAReNTS  NeHMED' 

The  Baptist  Giildren's  Villa^  has  an 
opening  for  a  Christian,  mission-mind¬ 
ed,  husband  and  wife  team  without 
dependent  chiidren  to  serve  in  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  relief  houseparents. 

Houseparents  receive  an  excellent 
salary  with  benefits  and  work  a  10  day 
on  5  day  off  work  schedule.  Ail  quali¬ 
fied  candidates  must  be  at  least  25 
years  of  age,  have  a  high  energy  level, 
excellent  driving  record  and  no  crimi¬ 
nal  history.  They  also  must  have  a  high 
school  education  or  GED.  A  private 
bedroom  and  meals  are  included  while 
on  duty. 

For  more  information  and  to  request  an 
application  please  call 

601-664-8085 


Mrs.  Mildred  Turner  served  The  Baptist  Children's 
Village  as  a  houseparent  on  the  India  Nunnery 
Campus  in  jackson  for  1 5  years.  Now  at  92  years 
old,  she  resides  in  Geom  County.  Recently,  d>e 
attended  the  Armual  Fall  Association  Meeting  of 
George  County  held  at  Pine  Level  Baptist  Cmirch 
where  Celeste  (3ade,  Public  Rekttions  Associate  of 
The  Baptist  Children's  Village,  presented  The  BCV 
report  to  the  association.  f^.Tumer  is  pktijred 
with  Ceotge-Creene  Baptist  Association  Missions 
Director,  R^.  jimmy  Holcomb. 


On  October  18, 2(X)8  the  ladies  of  La^na  and  Swannanoa  Social  Tribes  of 
Mississippi  College  folded  arxl  stuffed  The  Baptist  Children's  Village  annual 
Christmas  mail  appeal.  These  ladies  worked  hard  and  worked  fiat  to  make 
sure  these  letters  were  sent  out  to  BCV  friends  in  a  timely  fashion.  If  you 
did  not  receive  a  letter,  but  would  like  to  make  a  donation  and  be  included 
in  future  mailings  you  may  send  you  donation  to  P.O.  Box  27,  Ointon,  MS 
39060  or  make  yo^  donation  online  at  www.baptistchildrensvillage.com. 
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Guidelines  for  submitting  news  and  photographs 


Th«  Baptist  Rscord  is  pisassd  to  publish 
isvM  and  photographs  of  spsdal  svsnts 
fiat  taka  placs  in  ooopsratlng  churchss  of 
rta  MIssinippi  Baptist  Convantion. 

Maws  submittad  for  publication  In  Tha 
lapttot  Raoord  must  ba  aithar  (a)  typawrit* 
m,  (b)  naatiy  printad  on  8  1/2  by  11*lnch 
•par,  or  (c)  naatiy  printad  on  staridardizad 
arms  providad  by  tha  nswspapar.  All  arti- 
las  must  ba  raoalvad  In  writing;  no  aiUcias 
rW  ba  aooaplad  ovar  tha  talaphona. 

Naws  may  ba  submittad  alactronically 
B  tha  addrass  balow,  and  must  ba  oon- 
Binad  In  tha  massaga  sagmant  of  an  a- 
nail  form.  Dua  to  Incraasing  virus  thraats, 
K)  taxt  attachmants  will  ba  accaptad. 
»hotograph  attachmants  ars  parmlssIWa. 


Plaasa  maks  artldas  condsa.  Includa 
tha  who,  what,  whan,  whara  datalls  of 
tha  story,  along  with  a  contact  parson's 
addrsss  and  talaphona  numbar. 

Photographs  may  ba  color  or  black  and 
whNs.  Instant  photos  and  (SgRal  pdnkxas  aia 
not  taprodudbis.  DigRal  photos  may  ba  usad  If 


submMsd  as  a  JPEQ  fis  via  sNhar  (a)  a-mal. 
(b)  twaa-and-a*half  Inch  floppy  dtok,  or  (c)  CO. 
Photos  must  ba  dsar,  sharp,  and  waW  Ightsd. 
Cal  phons  photographs  and  o8wr  low  rSsolu- 
tion  Nsms  ara  ganaraly  not  pubHshabia. 
riHJWiyrapns  on  rot  n  iwunm*  rmM 
00  noi  rocfi  pnoioo  wim  or  ooiimo. 


Al  naws  Hams  ara  subiact  to  adWng,  and 
al  photographs  ara  subfact  to  cropping. 
rnOtOgnipni  nfKItI  OOpiCI  poopii.  NO  WKr 
ifiODO*.  buHcfno-.  of  obtod-onlv  oholoaraDhi 
wW  ba  printad.  Naws  Itsms  and/or  pho* 
tographs  can  ba  publshad  ona  tima  only. 
Naws  Ksms  and/or  photographs  dspicting 
bsnafNs  and  activltiss  for  sacular  or  ouWda 
organizations  wM  not  ba  publshad.  DsarWns 
for  submitting  naws  Is  orra  waak  prior  to 
roquMioci  puDnoiiioo  omo. 

Artidas  that  ara  not  data-sansMva  wiN 
ba  publishad  on  a  spaoa^vailabla  basis. 

Subml  naws  and  photographs  to  Tha 
Baptist  Raoord.  P.O.  Box  530.  Jackson,  MS 
38206-0530.  FAX:  (001)  202-3330.  E-mal: 
baptistrscordOmbcb.org. 


Bible  Studies  for  Life 

My  Heart-Healthy  Qiurch 

Romans  14:1, 10*13, 19*21;  15:1*6 


By  Bobby  McKay  ers.  Few  things  could 

be  more  blasphemous 

Quick!  Name  two  things  than  a  diurdh  nhember  McKav  hOtoci  to  penetrate  the 
Baf^ts  are  known  for  in  most  who  thrives  on  dishar-  opposition  you  became 

communities.  As  dw  one  pos-  mony  within  the  fellowship,  a  part  of  mem.  It  is  a  simple 
ing  the  question,  I  am  aware  Terry  Ledbetter  a  pastor  friend  game  of  strategy  dominance, 
diat  I  have  had  more  time  to  of  mine,  probably  said  it  best  and  numbers.  When  dte  rival 
think  of  an  answer.  What  did  when  he  stated,  "Some  Baptists  team  called  out  your  name,  vou 

Sou  come  up  widt?  The  itenu  are  bom  again  and  some  are  looked  for  dw  weakest  linx  to 
lat  came  to  my  mind  the  bom  against".  pierce  so  as  to  assure  the  great- 

Suickest  were  food  and  fussing.  I  had  the  idea  one  time  that  est  dunce  of  victory, 

ap^ts  love  to  eat.  I  remember  we  should  combine  these  two  Does  a^  of  this  )og  your 
as  a  dhild  when  the  word  "fel-  staples  of  churdt  life  and  have  memory?  uo  any  of  these  rules 
lowship"  was  announced,  a  a  big  food  fight.  Thankfully,  sound  like  how  we  treat 
divine  appointment  with  food  Scriptures  address  the  strue-  prospective  members  of  dte 


McKay 


bination  of  strength 
and  speed  you  comd 
break  through  the 
interlocked  arms  of  the 
opposing  team.  If  this 
was  accomplished, 
you  could  take  some¬ 
one  from  their  team 
and  dwy  became  a  part 
of  your  team.  If  you 
failM  to  penetrate  the 


dut  I  have  had  more  time  to 
think  of  an  answer.  What  did 

Sou  come  up  widt?  The  iten\s 
lat  came  to  my  mind  the 
quickest  were  fooci  and  fussing. 


Suicicest  were  rooa  ana  nissing. 
ap^ts  love  to  eat.  I  remember 
as  a  dUld  when  the  word  "fel¬ 
lowship"  was  announced,  a 
divine  appointment  with  food 


was  in  my  immediate  future. 
On  the  flip  side,  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  And  a  Southern 
Baptist  diurdi  that  has  not  had 
their  slure  of  arguments  or  dis¬ 
sension.  What  is  both  shameful 
and  ironic  are  diose’  individuab 
dut  eagerly  share  a  meal  widi 
o^r  members  of  the  diurch, 
as  well  as  sow  seeds  of  discord 
within  die  same  body  of  believ- 


a  big  food  fight.  Thankfully,  sound  like  how  we  treat 
Scriptures  address  the  strug-  prospective  members  of  die 

f;le  of  unity  that  every  churw  church?  To  celebrate  in  the 
aces.  So  put  down  that  chick-  weakness  others  is  not  a  godly 
en  leg  and  pick  up  your  Bible  behavior.  Many  diurdies  Mve 


with  me. 

I.  Red  Rover  (Romans  14:1, 
10*12) 

Do  you  temewber  the  rules 
of  the  childhood  game  red 
rover?  The  rules  of  red  rover 
were  simple:  dominate  or  be 
dominated.  If  you  had  the  corn- 


adopted  the  mmdset  that  some 
do  not  meet  die  "standard"  to 
be  a  member  of  "their"  congre¬ 
gation.  In  these  verses  luul 
wrote  not  only  to  rebuke  these 
early  believers,  but  to  encour¬ 
age  them  to  "accept  the  one 
is  weak  in  faith"  (NASB). 


Paul  is  not  referring  to  lost  peo¬ 
ple,  rather  brothers  and  sisters 
m  Christ  How  sad  it  is  when 
Christians  choose  to  hurt  and 
prey  on  fellow  believers. 

II.  Rehearsed  Rights 
(Romans  14:13, 19*21) 

At  die  root  of  all  this  is  pride. 
When  we  concern  ourselves 
with  critiquing  everyone  in  die 
churdv  we  bc^n  to  act  in  a  self 
ri^teous  manner.  One  prima^ 
indication  of  a  prideful  attitude 
is  the  constant  assertion  of 
one's  rights.  Many  would 
rather  promote  dieir  individual 
causes  and  agendas  than  act 
benevolendy  toward  a  strug- 
s^g  member  of  die  church. 
These  individuals  have  their 
rij^ts  and  privileges  rehearsed 
and  are  quidc  to  m  you  know 
of  dieir  piety.  Most  amflicts  in 
the  diundi  stem  from  die  pro¬ 
motion  of  rights  over  the  pro¬ 
motion  of  the  gospel.  The  trou¬ 
ble  with  this  t)^  of  behavior  is 
the  effect  it  h^  on  others.  Paul 
conveyed  in  verse  13  die  dan¬ 
ger  pride  can  have  in  a 
Christian's  life.  He  wrote  when 
someone  judges  another  diey 
become  a  stumbling  block  to 
those  around  him  or  tier. 


in.  Righteoos  Reproach 
(Roasans  15:1*6) 

Who  better  to  bring  (darity  to 
all  of  these  issues  dw  J»i8? 
Paul  used  die  life  of  Christ  to 
provide  a  reproach  to  churdies 
tor  all  generations.  We  see  in 
these  verses  the  urging  to  imi* 
tate  Jesus.  Widi  all  m  our  build¬ 
ings,  budgets,  and  beliefs,  how 
g<^  a  job  are  we  doing  when  it 
comes  to  resembling  me  Lord? 
There  is  no  more  crucial  calling 
tor  the  church  to  heed  than 
mcxleling  and  sharing  with  our 
communities  and  nei^bor- 
hoods  die  gcxxl  news  of  salva¬ 
tion  provicied  fay  Jesus. 

Many  church  leaders  won¬ 
der  why  people  are  not 
attracted  to  the  local  church 
like  they  used  to  be.  I  cannot 
make  a  long  list  of  promises 
4n  regacd^to  where  you 
attend^worship  services,  but  I 
assure  you  of  one  thing.  If  we 
serve  our  fellow  man,  imitate 
Tesus,  and  strive  for  unity,  the 
local  church  will  be  blessed 
and  used  by  God  in  astonish¬ 
ing  ways. 

McKay  is  pastor  of  Oakvale 
Church,  Me  Vale. 


Explore  the  Bible 

When  Family  Bonds  Shatter 


2  Samuel  13:1*20*.26 


Devastatiort  Severe  tires 
burned  vast  areas  in  Ydlowstone 
National  Park  in  1968.  Visiting 
Yellowstone  this  yeu  widi^ 
friends  from  Mississippi,  we  saw 


friends  from  Mississippi,  we  saw  Unavoidably  nine  of  die  thirteen 
a  twenty-year  growm  ctf  green  lessons  have  a  badeground  pas- 
lodgepole  pines  diat  sprouted  sage  in  excess  of  diree  chaptm." 
from  die  ashes.  The  story  is  Tlw  week's  study  tops  me  list 
remarkable  for  the  lodgepole  widi  eight  diaptersl  time  to 
pine  has  two  kinds  of  cones,  read  die  entire  badeground. 
when  the  tree  is  young  (5  to  10  All  of  our  families  experi- 
years)  regular  cones  grow,  which  ence  occasional  conflict.  The 
open  vdien  die  seeds  are  ripe.  But  consequences  o(  David's 
the  second  type  is  called  a  seroti-  wrong-doing  were  tragically 
nous  (suh-  RAH  -  tuh  -  nus)  cone  reflects  in  me  royal  family  for 
and  only  opens  after  a  Brel  years  to  come"  (Hester). 

When  trees  are  20  to  30  years  dd  Sin  is  rampant  among 
diey  start  growing  the»  seroti-  Christian  people  today.  Bern 
nous  cones.  Re^  holds  die  Moore  addressed  the  problem  in: 
serotinous  cone  dosed  imtil  melt-  "When  Godly  People  Do 
ed  by  fire;  dien  die  scales  of  the  Ungodly  Arming 

cone  diy  out,  curl  t^ien  and  die  Yourself  in  die  Age  of 
seeds  are  released  to  grow  in  the  Seduction,"  (LifeWay,  2(X]3). 
diarcoal  forest  A  tn^  amazing  David's  son  Amnon  lusted 
action  of  God's  creation.  New  after  his  half-sister  Tamar, 


life  planned  from  ashes. 

The  LifeWay  editors  _  _ 

structured  our  study  cyde:  Cau^unan  Absalom  had  to  flee 
"Reading  all  of  1  and  2  into  exile.  David 

Samyql  will  find  you  immersed  grieved  the  loss  of  two  sons, 
in  '  4  page-turnir^  story,  one  murdered  and  another 
Unavoidably  nine  of  ow  thirteen  exiled.  (Ch.  13) 


deceived,  then  raped 
her. 

Guilty,  he  sent  her 
away.  She  took 
refuge  in  her  brother 
Absalom's  house. 
Absalom  plotted 
revenge  ana  had 
Amnon  murdered. 
Chaos  resulted. 
Absalom  had  to  flee 
into  exile.  David 


Unavoidably  nine  of  oie  thirteen 
lessons  have  a  badeground  pas¬ 
sage  in  excess  of  tiiree  chaptm." 
Iras  week's  study  tops  me  list 
witii  ei^t  diaptersl  time  to 
read  tiie  entire  badeground. 

All  of  our  fanulies  experi¬ 
ence  occasional  conflict.  *The 
consequences  o(  David's 
wrong-doing  were  tragically 
reflected  in  the  royal  family  for 


years  to  come  tnester;. 

Sin  is  rampant  among 
Christian  people  today.  Beth 
Mexire  addressed  the  problem  in: 
"Wlam  Godly  People  Do 
Ungexlly  Things:  Arming 
Yourself  in  tfie  Age  of 
Seduction,"  (LifeWay,  20(fl). 

David's  son  Aifmon  lusted 
after  his  half-sister  Tamar, 


exiled.  (Ch.  13) 

In  time,  David  allowed 
Absalon  to  return  to  Jerusalem 
but  the  reconciliation  was  incom¬ 
plete  for  E)avid  refused  to  see 
Absalom  (Ch.  14).  "Four  years 
later  the  crown  pri^  mounted 
an  insurrection  against  the  king 
and  attempted  to  steal  the  Idr^- 
dom  from  David."  (Ch.  15). 
Absalom  won  support  away 
from  his  fatiier  and  many 
Israelites  followed  him.  Once 
again  David  was  on  die  run! 
'^avid  believed  that  God's 
vengeance  or  mercies  alone 
wowd  decide  his  fiite"  (Chl6). 

The  battles  were  planned; 
Advice  given  All  IstmI  knew 
E)avid  was  a  fighter  and  his  sol¬ 
diers  were  brave.  David's 


friends  refreshed  his  tired  and 
hungry  army  (Ch.  17). 

At  the  nme  of  Absalom's 
rebellion,  David  wrote  a 
remarkable  Psalm  of  "peaceful 
trust  at  a  trying  time"  (Halley). 
Read  Psalm  3  in  four  parts: 
David  complains  to  God  con¬ 
cerning  his  enemies  (1-2), 
declares  his  confidence  in  God 
(3-4),  sings  of  his  safe^  in  sleep 
(5-6),  strengthens  himself  for 
future  conflict  (7-8)  (Spurgeon). 

The  account  of  Absalom's 
deatii  shows  David's  anguish  as 
a  fatiier  (C^  18). 

David  returned  to  Jerusalem 
and  was  restored  as  leader.  An 
undercurrent  of  strife  remained 
between  Israel  and  Judah  (Ch. 
19).  Yet  another  rebellion 
exxurred  with  a  violent  after- 
tiuitii  (Ch.  20). 

The  lesson  purpose  is  to  seek 
reconciliation  in  our  families 
witiiout  retaliation.  A  lofty  task! 
Our  human  nature  is  to  g^  back 
at  someone  who  hurts  us.  God 
is  tile  only  one  who  can  solve 
these  complex  issues  in  our 
hearts,  lives,  and  families.  As 
we  seek  to  live  by  Scriptiire, 
let's  allow  the  power  of  Christ 
to  enable  us  to  fo^ve  and  love 
when  fiunily  boncis  shatter! 


There's  much  blcxxlshed  in 


for  hc^.  "Maiw  titie  Psalm  3 
'The  Morning  Hymn.'  In  tiie 
light  of  Daviers  tragic  lesson,  let 
us  l(x>k  to  Jesus  wim  hope:  M^ 
we  ever  wake  with  hcMv  conn- 
dence  in  our  hearts  ana  a  song 
upon  our  lips!"  (&nirgeon) 

My  friend  Belmda  Muntiiy 
(momer  of  Slater  Murplw,  taint¬ 
ed  pianist  for  tiie  '’Singing 
Churdimen,")  taught  me  tills 
habit  of  praise  V^rs  ago  ^len 
we  botii  livea  in  Louisiana. 
"Every  morning  when  your  feet 
touch  your  slippers,  repeat  'This 
is  the  day  tiie  Lord  hv  made.  I 
will  rejoice  and  be  glad  in  it!'" 

HuTi  to  the  Lora  God  in  the 
deepest  fires  of  lifie.  Have  you 
seen  a  gecxle?  The  mountain 
rock  is  gray  stained  stone  out¬ 
side,  but  fired  in  the  dep^  of 
the  earth,  the  splendid  inside  is 
lined  with  c^^tals  or  layers  of 
silica.  Beautiful!  Let  Jesus  gatii- 
er  your  shattered  fragments 
Oolm  6:12-13  KJV)  and  redeem 
your  lito  (Jer.  22:11-14). 

Caugfmten  teaches  a  senior  ladies 
Surday  School  dass  at  First  Church 
Magee. 
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Fireproof  movie  executive  producer  looks  to  future 


NX  Ga>  (BP  «nd  local  reports)  - 
into  Hs  wedcend,  Firepioot  die 


!  movie 


ALBANX  Ga>  (BP  and  local  reports)  - 
Heading  into  its  eigh^  weHcend,  Fireproot  die 
latest  fihn  from  the  moviemakers  at  Sherwood 
Church  in  Albany,  Ga^  has  grossed  more  than 
$28  million.  The  (hurcn,  diough,  has  not  made 
anjrwhere  dose  to  diat  amount. 

As  is  the  case  with  Hollywood  movies,  die 
total  oxMS  hxxn  Firepnxrf  is  split  numerous 
w^^  Deginnii\g  widi  die  theater  owners^  who 
will  have  Kept  rou^ily  half  of  the  total  gioas  once 
Fireproof  leaves  theaters,  officials  widi  me  movie 
say. 

After  that,  eadi  ot  die  various  partners  v^io 
advertised,  promoted,  and  distributed  die  film  - 
Sony  Pictur^  Goldwyn  Films,  I^vident  Filins, 
and  Carmel  Entertainment  ~  get  a  cut  The 
church  dien  gets  its  cut 

Jim  M<£nM,  an  executive  producer  for  the 
^vie  and  executive  pastor  at  Sherwood 
Church,  sud  die  church  has  a  policy  not  to  dis¬ 
cuss  publicly  what  it  makes  nom  its  films  or 
DVD  sales,  slthou^  he  did  say  it’s  a  "ter  cry"  from 
what  it  has  mossed  at  the  box  office. 

M^ride  oaveled  to  Mississippi  earlier  diis  year  to 
supervise  the  pre-release  screenings  of  the  movie  for 
local  church  staff  and  news  media. 

All  of  the  church's  proceeds,  McBride  said,  have 
gone  to  the  diurch's  Generations  campaign  —  a 
fundraising  campaign  to  pay  for  a  new  five  million 
dollar  sanctuary  and  to  build  an  82-acre,  four  million 
dollar  ^lorts  park. 

The  sanctuary  has  been  cmnpleted  for  several  years, 
while  construcbon  on  die  spotte  park  -  udiich  will  be 
c^>en  to  all  the  city's  residents  and  will  be  used  for  out¬ 
reach  -  began  in  2004. 

commorUy  say  at  dw  church  duit  widt  one  of 
these  movies  wje^ve  felt  like  the  Utde  boy  with  five 
loaves  atKl  two  fish  who  gave  what  little  he  hixl  to 
Tesus  and  stood  back  in  awe  at  what  God  did," 
McBride  told  Baptist  Press. 

"We're  continually  amazed  at  dte  success  of  dw 


REPR 


office,  was  filnred  for  $100,0(X).  Fireproof 
<^>ened  in  more  dran  80  rtew  dieaters  diis  past 
weekerxi,  indudinm  for  the  first  dnte,  a  W- 
ater  in  Rhcxle  Island. 

The  onovie  has  itow  shown  in  all  50  states. 
*1^  never  went  into  dite  teom  even  die  be^- 
ni^  to  make  money,"  McBride  said.  "We  cer- 
tairify  want  to  be  good  stewards,  but  at  the  same 
time  we're  making  the  movies  for  ministry.” 

That  philoscwlw  has  translated  to  the  sale  of 
the  inoyies  on  DVD.  Flywhe^  die  church's  first 
movie  in  2003,  and  Facing  the  Giants  are  avail¬ 
able  in  13  languages,  a  rarity  for  a  movie. 

"Each  one  of  those  languages  is  an  additional 
expense,  Imt  we  paid  die  ad^tional  expense  to 
put  them  in  there  because  diat's  another  people 
grc^  that  will  be  reached,"  McrBride  saici. 

"From  a  business  mcxld  standpoint,  scxtne  of 
our  partners  would  say, 'Let's  start  c^  widi  a  cou- 

ff>l*  ItenollAAOfi  flire - f 


movfe.  Yk  decided  that  if  die  Lord  chose  to  bless  the 
movie^  th«  we  wanted  to  use  that  [money]  for  out¬ 
reach  just  like  we  wanted  to  use  die  movies  to  reach 
the  wmd  for  Christ" 

When  ccxnpleted,  the  imports  park  will  have  walking 
trails^  fishing  ponds,  hoiW  stables  and  riding  trails; 
tennis  courts,  and  softball  fields.  It  is  a  "huge  under¬ 
taking,"  said  Mchride,  vdio  is  seen  brieflym  a  non- 
spealong  rc^  in  Fireproof  apd  played  the  role  of  a 
bombarac  foofoall  coach  in  die  lurch's  previous 
movie.  Facing  the  Giants  (2006). 

"VVfe  wanted  it  to  be  fcg  our  entire  regkxi  a  place  that 
fiunilies  could  come  and  it  wcxild  be  a  family  frfendly 
^angelistic  park,"  he  said.  "We  targeted  any  funds 
diat  come  m  horn  the  movie  to  go  into  diat 
Generations  campaign.  From  die  beginning,  we 
already  had  the  funds  desigruted." 

Fireproof  wm  made  for  $500,000,  while  Facing 
the  Giants,  whidi  grossed  $10  million  at  the  box 


we  are  in  readihig  more  pecml^r  Christ." 

Some  tens  of  Sherwood  Churdv  s  movies  no  doubt 
already  are  curious  about  the  subiect  matter  of  die 
church's  next  movie.  McBride;  though  said  church  c^- 
cials  have  yet  to  make  any  decisions  about  die  topic  of  a 
future  movie  -  or  even  if  there  wiD  be  one. 

All  of  their  movies,  he  said,  are  "birthed  in  a  season 
of  praytt."  At  some  point  in  December;  he  said,  he  will 
join  senior  psstcxr  arid  Mississippi  native  Michael  Catt 
and  asaociile  pastors  Alex  Koidrick  and  Stephen 
Kendrick  in  praying  and  seeking  God's  will.  The 
Kendricks  wrote  die  screenplay  fof  all  diree  films. 

"Everyone  would  love  to  see  us  make  anc>ther 
movie,  Imt  more  important  dian  what  we  want  is  what 
Gcxi  wants,"  McBriw  said.  "So  we're  gctog  to  go  to  a 
season  of  prayer  in  December  for  a  wedc  where  we'll 
secdude  oursdves." 

For  more  mkrtmOion  about  Fireproof,  oisit  Fireproof- 
TheMovie.com.  For  resources,  visit  Fireoroo^4uMarria<fr.eni»i 


Who  controls  monuments?  U.S.  Supreme  Court  to  decide  issue 
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WASHINGTCX'l  (BP)  -  A  city  should 
not  be  required  to  inducle  an  exhibit  fmm 


park  just  because  u  has  accepted  a  Ten 
Commandments  monument  tor  di^^y 
in  diat  setting,  an  atttxney  argued  before 
die  US  ^peme  Court  on  November  12.. 

The  hi^  court  heard  oral  arguments 
in  die  review  of  a  lower  court  decision 
that  opponents  fear  could  result  in  die 
removal  of  numerous  monuments,  such 
as  those  of  die  Ten  Comnuunclments  and 
honoring  military  veterans,  or  die  indu- 
sicMi  of  a  plethora  of  unusual,  even 
obj^CNiabte,  displays. 

The  case.  Pleasant  Grove  Qty  v. 
Summum,  involves  a  Utah  city's  attempt 
to  prevent  a  barely  30-yearold  religious 
sed  frcxn  placing  a  monument  of  its 
principles  next  to  a  Ten  Commandments 
exhibit  in  a  park.  Pleasant  Grove  City 
denied  the  request  in  2003,  and  the  se^ 
known  as  Surnmum,  filed  suit. 

Summum  alleg^  the  city's  deci¬ 
sion  violated  its  federal  free-speech 
rights,  as  well  as  Utah's  protection  of 
free  expression  and  prohibition  on 
establishment  of  religion. 

A  three-judge  panel  of  the  10th 
Circuity  Court  of  Appeals  agreed  in 
2007,  finding  the  park  was  a  public 
forum  and  the  city  had  abridged 
Summum 's  freedom  of  speech  as  pro- 
tectod  by  the  First  Amendment. 

The  judges  ruled  the  violation  of 
Summum’s  First  Amendment  rights 
surpassed  the  potential  harm  to  die  dty, 
which  contended  its  park  would  be 
overwhelmed  with  monuments  if  die 
ccxut  sided  with  the  sect. 

Arguirre  on  behalf  of  Pleasant  Grove 
City,  Jay  Sekulow,  ckief  counsel  of  die 
Ainerican  Center  for  Law  and  Justice, 


told  die  justices  the  lOth  Circuit  Court 
erred  both  by  concluding  the  Ten 
Commandments  mcxnument  constitutes 
private  speech  instead  of  government 
speeik  and  by  deciding  the  park  is  a 
"traditional  pimlic  forum." 

"Here  each  of  the  monuments  on  dis¬ 
play  in  Pioneer  Park  [has]  been  selected 
by  die  government,  are  owned  by  die 
government,  controlled  by  die  govem- 
moit,  and  are  displityed  on  government 
property,"  said  Soculow.  "When  the  gov¬ 
ernment  is  speaking,  it  is  fiee  from  the 
traditional  frM  speech  constraints  of  die 
First  Amendment." 

Chief  Justice  Jc^in  Roberts  quiddy 
challenged  Sekulow,  telling  him, 
"(YJcw're  really  just  picking  your  poison, 
aren't  you?  I  me^  me  more  you  say  that 
die  mcxiument  is  government  speech  to 
Rd  out  of  the...  fiee  nieech  ciause  [of  the 
First  Amendment],  the  more  it  seems  to 
me  you're  walking  into  a  trap  under  the 
establishment  clause  [of  die  First 
Amendment].  If  it's  government  speech, 
it  may  not  present  a  speech  proMem, 
but  what  is  die  government  doiire...  sup¬ 
porting  the  Ten  Commandmentsr' 

Associate  Justice  Anthony  Kermedy 
followed  Roberts  by  telling  Sekulow, 
"[IJt  does  seem  to  me  that  if  you  say 
it's  government  speech,  that  in  later 
cases,  including  the  case  of  the  exist- 
[Ten  Commandments]  monument, 
you're  goitre  to  say  it's  government 
speech,  ancT  you  have  an  establish¬ 
ment  clause  problem." 

Summum  did  not  sue  under  die  fed¬ 
eral  establishment  dause,  and  the  lOdi 
Circuit's  ruling  was  not  based  on  First 
Amendment  language  that  pr^bits 
sovemment  establishment  of  rdigion, 
Sekulow  replied  to  die  justices. 


The  dty  established  Pioneer  Park  'to 
show  dl^ioneer  heritage  of  the  com¬ 
munity.  This  was  a  community  of  pio- 
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Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles  in  1971  "to  rep¬ 
resent  their  pioneer  heritage,"  he  said. 

The  TOvemment  owns  controls 
die  disf^y  —  and  its  message  —  after  it 
receives  it  from  a  private  Mganization, 
Sdculow  said. 

Datyl  Joseffei;  deputy  solkator  gener¬ 
al  told  the  court  onbdudf  of  the  ^eral 
government  that  it  is  ciear  the  govern¬ 
ment  can  choose  "the  content  and  view- 
pcwt  of  monuments  on  the  National 
Mall"  and  in  other  public  parks. 

The  \fietnam  Veterans  manorial  did 

not  cmen  us  upto  a  \fiet  Corre  memorial* 

Joeeffer  said.  nVhen  die  Martin  Luther 
KingMemorial  is  completed  on  die  mall 
it  not  have  to  be  offset  ^  a  monu¬ 
ment  to  the  man  who  shot  Dr.  King." 

Pamela  Harris,  refMttsenting 
Summum,  told  the  justices  Pleasaid 
Grove  Qty's  refusal  to  accept  die  sect's 
monument  is  a  'Violation  of  die  ewe 
fi«e-speedi  prindple  that  die  govern¬ 
ment  may  not  favor  orw  message  over 
another-in  a  public  forum." 

Associate  Justice  Antonin  Scalia  dial- 
lenged  Harris,  askii^  Ts  it  a  public 
fwum  for  everything?  It  mw  be  fi  pub¬ 
lic  forum  for  processions;  me  parades. 
But ...  is  it  a  public  forum  for  anybody 
constructing  a  monument?" 

Harris  said  a  dty  "is  permitted  to 
make  a  decision  that  it  will  dose  its  pub¬ 
lic  J?arks  to  all  unattended  dimlays!" 

Roberts  asked  her;  "How  fer  oo  you 
push  that?  I  meaiL  you  have  a  Statue 
of  Liberty;  do  we  nave  to  have  a  stat¬ 


ue  of  despotism?  Or  do  we  have  to 
put  any  president  who  wants  to  be  on 
Mount  Kushmore?" 

The  government  could  respond  by 
adopting  a  "privately  formulaW  mes- 
saTC  as  its  own  ...  clearly  and  pub¬ 
licly,"  Harris  said,  adding  it  is  unclear 
Pleasant  Grove  City  Is  speaking 
through  the  Ten  Commandments 
monument.  "It  can  put  up  a  plaque;  it 
can  designate  it  a  city  monument." 

Veterans  assodations  and  odier  enti¬ 
ties  have  taken  die  direat  to  current 
monuments  seriously.  The  Utah  dties  of 
Salt  Lake  City  and  O^en  boA  removed 
Ten  Commandments  displays  in  order 
to  prevent  Summum  fiom  pladng  its 
monuments  on  dty  property. 

The  sect's  praporeo  monument  in 
Plereant  Grove  City  would  contain  die 
Aphorisms  of  Summum,  seven  princic^ 
die  group  teaches  were  a  higher  rew 

inscribed  on  the  first  set  of  taUets  brought 

down  from  Mount  Sinai  which  subse- 
qum^  were  broken  by  Moses;  acconiing 
to  the  book  of  Exodus  m  the  Bfole. 

The  Ten  Commandments  are  lower 
laws,  according  to  Summum,  given  to 
^Jfebrews  on  the  second  set  oT ^lets. 
'^The  late  Cc^  NoweU,  a  former 
Mormon  eldei;  founded  Summum  in  1975 
after  what  he  described  as  encounters 
widi  intelligerit  beings  during  meditation. 

Summum  is  the  only  organization  in 
the  worid  that  provides  mummification 
service^  according  to  its  website. 
Mummification,  ^mmum's  website 
sa^  lends  itself...  to  doning  for  the  spe- 
cifiyxirpose  of  spiritual  progression.'' 

Pleasant  Grove  City  has  a  population 
.  erf  about  30,000  and  is  located  in  north- 
.  central  Utah.  An  opinion  in  die  case  is 
expected  to  be  issued  next  summer. 


